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Wood Partners Buys JCC Property on 35th Avenue NE 
Well, it finally happened...Murray Franklyn finally sold the former JCC Property and 
the prospects of that lot being developed in the near future have risen dramatically.  
The sale was first reported in the Daily Journal of Commerce on February 25th and 
not much has been released.  However, here is what we know at the time of publi-
cation.  The new owner of the property is Wood Partners, a national developer that 
recently expanded to Puget Sound.  This is their first project in Seattle.  The pur-
chase price was $3.35 million, down from the $3.95 million that Murray Franklyn 
paid for it in November 2007. 
 
Murray Franklyn's intention was to construct Wedgwood's first mixed-use high-
density development.  Neighbors coalesced around their opposition to the large 
'box' that was proposed on the site and contested the project throughout the design 
review.  Ultimately, through dedicated work of the Wedgwood Action Group (WAG), 
an agreement was reached in late 2007 to address numerous design, traffic, and 
pedestrian safety issues that the group had.  A summary of this agreement can be 
read on the group's website (www.wedgwoodaction.com).  Design considerations 
within the agreement were reflected in the final plans that were approved and are 
on file with the City.  However, financing for Murray Franklyn's project fell out once 
the economic downturn hit leaving Murray Franklyn to postpone the project indefi-
nitely until they could find financing again or someone to buy the property. Their 
search for new buyer became more public in December 2010 when Kidder 
Mathews, Murray Franklyn's real estate broker, posted 'For Sale' signs on the prop-
erty. 

(Continued on page 6) 

On January 12, nearly 150 people packed into Wedgwood Presbyterian Church for 
the WCC’s January General Meeting, co-hosted by the Seattle Parks Depart-
ment.  The purpose of the meeting was to formally announce the WCC’s recom-
mended site for park acquisition: Morningside Substation (located at the NW corner 
of the 35th Avenue NE and NE 86th Street intersection).  The site is owned by Se-
attle City Light and has been on their surplus list for a number of years.  It has been 
considered for park acquisition in the past under both the Schell and Nickel admini-
strations.  The building owner and its tenant have been occupying the site via a 
temporary use permit.  Funds from the 2008 Parks and Green Spaces Levy will be 
used to acquire the site. 
 

Wedgwoodians began showing up around 6:45 in anticipation of the meeting and to 
get their hands on the new Wedgwood t-shirt.  WCC President Kurt Westman 

(Continued on page 7) 

New Park Selection Announced at the January WCC Meeting 
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Wedgwood Echo  

The Wedgwood Echo is 
published by the Wedgwood 
Community Council every 
other month, starting in 
January. Articles do not 
necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the trustees. 
 
The Wedgwood Community 
Council holds general 
meetings, announced in this 
newsletter, on our website 
(www.wedgwoodcc.org) and 
on sandwich boards along 
35th. Trustees meet every 
month. All are welcome to 
both meetings, which are 
held at the Wedgwood 
Presbyterian Church located 
at 35th NE and NE 80th. 
 
If you wish to be on the 
agenda or have guest 
speaker ideas, call WCC 
President, Kurt Westman. If 
you need transportation, call 
one of  the trustees. 
 
Contact information for 
t r u s t e e s  a n d  o t h e r 
volunteers is listed on the 
back page. 
 
For more on what the WCC 
does, meetings, events, 
membership (which includes 
a subscription to the Echo!) 
and advertising, visit: 
www.wedgwoodcc.org 
 
Submit Wedgwood-worthy 
news or rants and raves to 
the editor, Katie Traverse, at 
wedgwoodechoeditor@ 
gmail.com. 

In January, the WCC launched a reformatted website to improve com-
munication throughout the neighborhood.  This reformatted website fea-
tures a blog on WCC and Wedgwood-related topics, committee pages, 
calendar, and back issues of the Echo newsletter amongst other 
things.  Additionally, the new WCC website will soon provide the ability 
to pay for your membership and donate through Paypal.  Through this 
new website and WCC's Facebook page, we are attempting to keep the 
community informed of issues that affect our neighborhood and what the 
WCC is doing on the neighborhood's behalf.  Check out the new website 
at www.wedgwoodcc.org and the WCC Facebook page to stay up to 
date on all things Wedgwood! 

Read Back Issues of the Echo and More on the 
New WCC Website 

A warm Wedgwood welcome to Gretchen Bear, our newest Trustee on 
the Wedgwood Community Council.  Gretchen has spent the last 20 
years in Seattle and she and her family have recently moved to the 
Wedgwood neighborhood.  Her prior residence was annexed into the 
Wedgwood boundaries last year thanks to the efforts of the Wedgwood 
Community Council.  This was done as a result of the project spear-
headed by Gretchen known as the Ravenna Glen “ARTERIALS FIRST” 
Sidewalk Project which has recently been awarded in full by S.D.O.T. 
and is scheduled to begin in 2012. Gretchen is excited to be included on 
the council with hopes to be able to focus on issues related to the con-
tinuing efforts to support Wedgwood as a pedestrian and bicycle friendly 
neighborhood.  Gretchen has a daughter, 11 and son, 9 and her hus-
band who works as a contractor in the high-tech industry.  She has a 
degree and background in marketing, but is currently working as a free-
lance writer and most recently completed a screenplay which has been 
optioned by a producer in Los Angeles. 

Wedgwood Community Council’s Newest Trustee: 
Gretchen Bear 

WCC General Meeting March 23rd at 7:00 
Summer Activity Fair! 

Looking for summer fun for the whole family? Can’t wait to beat the win-
ter doldrums? If so, you’re invited to attend the March 23rd Wedgwood 
Community Council meeting! Starting at 7pm at Wedgwood Presbyte-
rian Church, this meeting will have all the info you need to get organized 
and excited for summer (less than three months to go!). Representa-
tives from Meadowbrook Community Center, Ravenna-Eckstein Com-
munity Center, North Seattle Community College and other local organi-
zations will be on hand to answer your questions about summer activi-
ties for kids, adults and families alike. You’ll even be able to sign up for 
camps and outings on the spot. So bring your kids and questions…. We 
look forward to seeing you then! 
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If you live between 85th to 90th Streets, 30th to 35th Avenues in Wedgwood, the legal description of your home 
is in the Earl J. McLaughlin plat.  Who was Earl J. McLaughlin? 
 
In the early 1900s in Seattle, a “land grab” was set off by the news of two major civic projects:  a World’s Fair 
at the University of Washington, and preparations to begin digging the Lake Washington Ship Canal.  Land 
developers knew that areas adjacent to these projects would increase in value, so they began buying up 
property. 
 
Even people who lived far from Seattle heard of the real estate boom and wanted to get in on it.  Out in De-
troit, Michigan, brothers Robert and Joseph McLaughlin were bitten by “Seattle fever.”  Both were attorneys 
specializing in real estate.  Despite the fact that both were over 50 years of age, had families and had lived all 
their lives in Michigan, in the summer of 1905 the brothers came out to Seattle to survey the prospects for 
real estate investment.  A few months later, newspapers recorded the death of Robert, the older of the two, 
who “dropped dead” in the hotel where they were staying in downtown Seattle. 
 
Despite the shock of his brother’s death, in 1906 Joseph McLaughlin brought his wife and two youngest chil-
dren out to Seattle to live.  He and a business partner, Seattle real estate attorney R.F. Booth, incorporated 
as McLaughlin Realty Company.  The World’s Fair in Seattle, at first planned for an earlier year, was finally 
set for 1909 and was named the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific (“AYP”) Exposition, to be held on the campus of the 
University of Washington.  To create a development near the University of Washington, McLaughlin Realty 
worked to acquire property from several owners in the Scottish Heights and Yesler Village areas, which the 
realtors replatted and named Laurelhurst.   
 
McLaughlin Realty did manage to bring water, electricity and sewer into Laurelhurst but they were frustrated 
by the lack of transportation improvements which would help attract buyers.  By the time of the AYP Exposi-
tion in 1909, city streetcar service extended from downtown only as far as the University of Washington cam-
pus.  McLaughlin’s real estate ads touted the “proximity” of Laurelhurst to the AYP and the University District, 
but streetcar connections never arrived and it would be several more years before Laurelhurst could be 
reached by city bus. 
 
Joseph’s eldest son Earl J. McLaughlin finished college in Michigan and in 1906, at age 26, he came out to 
join his father’s development company in Seattle.  Earl married and the young couple settled in their own 
home on Cascade View Drive in Laurelhurst.  Joseph delegated projects to his son and named a new land 
purchase for him, the Earl J. McLaughlin plat in what is now Wedgwood.  Trying to develop the remote plat 
was even more frustrating than it had been in Laurelhurst, as there wasn’t any electricity or city water in 
Wedgwood in 1907 when the Earl J. McLaughlin plat was filed.  This kept land prices low, and lots did not sell 
very fast. 
 
The booms and busts of the Seattle economy took their toll on Joseph McLaughlin’s family life.  His wife 
brought a divorce action in 1917 stating that they quarreled constantly about money.  Joseph left town and 
went to Cleveland, Ohio, where two of his married daughters had settled.  Earl J. McLaughlin and his wife 
soon followed, and for the next twelve years Earl was an active member of the Cleveland real estate commu-
nity. 
 
By 1932 Earl’s wife had died and he made the decision to immigrate to Canada.  Earl was in his early 50s, 
just as his father had been when he came to Seattle, and like his father, Earl was ready to start a new phase 
in his life.  Just as his father had spent twelve years in Seattle before moving on, Earl had been in Seattle 
about twelve years and in Cleveland another twelve.  We have the Earl J. McLaughlin plat in Wedgwood to 
remind us of the booms and busts of the Seattle economy of one hundred years ago, and the ups and downs 
in the life of the McLaughlin family. 
 
--Valarie Bunn, valariebunn@msn.com 

The McLaughlin Realty Company (The Earl J. McLaughlin Plat in Wedgwood) 
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Mark your calendars now for upcoming meet-
ings of the Wedgwood Garden Group:  On 
March 15, Master Gardener and Wedgwood 
resident Mary Fry will explain how to diagnosis 
plant problems.  Our April 19 meeting with Seat-
tle Tilth staff on edibles in the landscape will be 
the final meeting for this season.  In May, June 
and July, the garden group will be touring 
neighborhood gardens.  If you are interested 
participating, including offering your garden as a 
potential candidate on the tour, contact Kay 
Gordon at the number below.  Better yet, join us 
at one of our remaining meetings this season.  
 
The Wedgwood Garden Group is open to any-
one with an interest in gardening.  Meetings are 
the third Tuesday every month (September – 
April) at HomeStreet Bank located at 82nd and 
35th Avenue NE.  Meetings start at 7PM and of-
ten have a speaker. In the summer months, in-
stead of our monthly meetings, the garden 
group tours Northeast Seattle (primarily Wedg-
wood but not exclusively) gardens.   Joining the 
group for one of our meetings is a great way to 
get acquainted with your neighbors and to share 
your gardening experiences with others.  Dues 
are $15 per year or $5 per meeting to cover 
speaker and related expenses. For more infor-
mation call Kay Gordon at 527-0877.   
 

The Wedgwood Garden Group 

Your Wedgwood neighbor, Ryther, a leader in be-
havioral health services for children and their 
families  could use some new volunteers.  From 
sports, music and arts activities leaders, cottage 
organizers and best buddies to administrative 
support volunteers, there could be a perfect role 
for you at Ryther.  Also, with nearly 47 children 
and teens on campus, we are always in need of 
specific items. If you or a group you belong to 
would like to do an item drive, please contact Ka-
tie Taylor at katiet@ryther.org or (206) 517-0214.  
You can also visit our website:  www.ryther.org.   
  
In addition, if you or someone you know would 
like to make a huge difference in the life of a child, 
please attend a foster parent information session. 
Information Sessions are held on the first Monday 
of each month, from 6-7 pm at Ryther’s main 
campus nearby: 2400 NE 95th St., Seattle, WA 
98115.  Ryther’s Therapeutic Family Care pro-
gram provides licensing, training, support, and 
resources for those interested in fostering a child. 
Please call Heather Perry for more information at 
(206) 517-0273 x11 or visit our website at 
www.ryther.org. 

Ryther Seeks Volunteers and 
Potential Foster Parents 
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In 1944, Ginette Thomas was a vivacious blonde teenager living in Dijon, France.  Don Morgan was a 
Sergeant in the U.S. Army stationed for a short time in a school across the street from Ginette’s family 
home in Dijon.  He was one among hundreds of G.I.s watching and hollering as the beautiful girl across 
the street waved and smiled at her hoards of admirers.  Little did he know that he would be the one sol-
dier to win her heart. 
 
Don Morgan grew up in Othello, Washington, where his father worked in the railroad roundhouse.  After 
graduating high school and working a while for local farmers for 10 cents an hour, Don was drafted into 
the U.S. Army on January 7, 1942, just as America was entering the war.  Don completed months of train-
ing, first at Fort Lewis, then in New Jersey, and back to Fort Lewis again, after which he and his unit 
boarded a train to New York where they were to be deployed to England.  A train wreck made the unit 
miss the boat to England, however, and before long Don found himself in Casablanca where he worked 
as a messenger, delivering important military information up and down the Moroccan coast.  Don recalls 
how because of the threat of air raids, he couldn’t use the headlights of his messenger jeep at night, and 
so they were forced to make the perilous journeys in nearly complete darkness. 
 
Six months later Don moved on to Algeria where he continued to work as a messenger and was pro-
moted to Sergeant.  The adventurous young man was somewhat pleased with his stripes, but didn’t like 
the fact that it meant more supervision of messengers and less actual time out on the road.  Soon 
enough, Don moved on to Naples as the Allies moved into Italy.  After the bloody Battle of Anzio, Don 
was dispatched to Civitavecchia, a major port city out-
side of Rome that was all but leveled by the Allies in 
May of 1943.  The picture to the right shows Don in 
Civitavecchia, victoriously posing on top of “Anzio An-
nie”, the name U.S. Soldiers gave to the massive rail-
way gun used by the German forces in the battle.  Don 
recalls how after sleeping under his truck near Anzio 
one night, he and his men awoke to find themselves 
inches from a live, undetonated 500 pound shell that 
had been fired from Anzio Annie in previous fighting.  
Needless to say, the men made haste to put distance 
between them and the shell. 
 
Once the Allied forces advanced into France, Don was 
sent to Toulon, but because the harbor was littered with 
sunken boats, he went on to Marsaille and then Lyon, 
France, where he remembers being flocked by grateful 
French civilians who were eager to show the soldiers 
hospitality.  And then it was on to Dijon, where Don first 
saw the beautiful girl waving and smiling to him and 
hundreds of others from across the street.  The soldiers 
were soon moved to the outskirts of Dijon, but Don 
never forgot that girl.  One day, he went wandering into 
town, looking for a place where he could get his clothes 
washed.  Eventually, in broken Italian/French, he asked a young boy if he could point him in the right di-
rection.  “Oui oui, Maman,” replied the boy, and Don followed him through town, and into the very same 
house where he had seen the beautiful blonde.  Sure enough, when he opened the door, there stood Gi-
nette, who was the boy’s older sister. 
 
Ginette spoke no English, and Don’s command of romance languages was limited to some Italian at the 
time, but their romance blossomed nevertheless.  From that point on, Don spent as much time as possi-
ble with Ginette, and visited her on furloughs and holidays after he was sent to Nancy, France, Manheim, 

(Continued on page 9) 

Meet Your Wedgwood Neighbors: Don and Ginette Morgan 

A smiling young Sergeant Don Morgan, front, 
on top of “Anzio Annie” in Italy, 1943 
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The Weird and Wacky Wedgwood Grapevine 
Well, it's spring in Wedgwood and I'm doing what I do every spring - taking down my holiday decorations.  But 
someone else has actually been doing something constructive.  The remodel and expansion of the Wedg-
wood Safeway is in full swing, and the project is on track for an August 27, 2011 grand opening. The expan-
sion is quite extensive.  The square footage of the store will be increased dramatically. Store manager Steve 
Smith tells me that they will be adding a full pharmacy, a deli, a bakery, and a wine shop.  Parking spaces will 
be added, and the number of staff is expected to double.  The store has been in Wedgwood for many years 
and this is the second major remodel...  You Can Pick Your Friends, You Can Pick Your Nose, But Please 
Don't Pick Our Friend's Nose Sign: The famous 'big nose' sign on 35th Avenue outside Woodlawn Optical 
was stolen for the second time this past January.  Owner Glenn Charles asked the well known local artist, 
Bonnie Gibson, if she would create a replacement sign, and she happily obliged.  The new sign has been in-
stalled, only this time on a theft-deterring metal pole and high off the ground...  Wedgwood Celebrity Sighting:  
Yes, that was NBA Hall of Famer and former Seattle Supersonics coach Bill Russell, grabbing a latte with his 
brother Charlie, at the Wedgwood Starbucks recently.  The Mercer Island resident was at the U-Dub for a 
basketball conference.  For you youngsters out there - Seattle used to have its own professional men's bas-
ketball team in addition to our championship women's team, the Storm...  Paid street parking on 35th?  That 
was the rumor when City employees were recently spotted in Wedgwood with measuring devices.  Luckily, 
that was only a rumor.  But my guess is that it is only a matter of time before paid parking in Wedgwood is 
seriously discussed.  Several years ago the City increased the designated parking zones within city limits 
from 9 to 21, and brought paid parking to neighborhoods such as Ballard, which had never had it before.  I 
sympathize with the City in its quest for additional revenues in these times of budgetary difficulties, but let's 
hope they forget we're here for a while longer...  Happy Birthday To Us:  Long-time Wedgwood historian 
Valarie Bunn tells me this year marks the 70th anniversary of Wedgwood.  That was the filing by developer 
Albert Balch (the Godfather of Wedgwood) of the original Wedgwood Plat (80th to 85th Streets and 30th to 
35th Avenues).  Mr. Balch oversaw the growth of Wedgwood from his office at 8040 35th Avenue, which is 
now occupied by Maid in the Northwest... Things I Ponder: Why is the third hand on a clock called the second 
hand...? If a word is misspelled in the dictionary, how would we know...? Why is it called "after dark" when it 
is really "after light"...? 
Brian Swanson 

In 2009, the WCC received a Small and Simple Grant to complete the Wedgwood Vision Project.  The WVP 
included several community meetings and a survey to distill the community's shared values and our vision for 
Wedgwood 20 years into the future.  The final document that resulted from the WVP was the Vision Plan, 
which describes a willingness to embrace increased density and commercial space along 35th Ave NE pro-
vided development was designed appropriately and with Wedgwood's shared values in mind.   
In January 2011, the WCC and its Land Use Committee reached out to prospective buyers through Kidder 
Mathews, to communicate that we would be excited to cooperate with any developer provided they either a) 
built the project as permitted and complied with the agreement reached with WAG or b) followed the 2010 
Wedgwood Vision Plan and the soon-to-be adopted revised design guidelines for commercial and multi-
family developments.  Within our letter, we also requested that the new developer consider plumbing and wir-
ing a portion of their commercial space for the CC & Company to relocate to, provided a mutually agreeable 
lease could be reached with them.  
 
On February 28th, Steve Orser called the chair of the land use committee to reciprocate willingness to listen 
to the community and present their project.  While Mr. Orser did not divulge details of their project at the time, 
he did mention that they're excited to be located in Wedgwood and identified the proximity of the JCC site to 
transit lines as being a big factor for them buying the site.  As it stands, Mr. Orser and the land use committee 
are planning on meeting to discuss the project in mid-March.  An update on the site will be provided at that 
time on the WCC website (www.wedgwoodcc.org).   

(Continued from page 1) 

Sale of JCC Property 
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After the March 2010 WCC General Meeting about parks, 
and the completion of the Wedgwood Vision Plan, the 
Parks Committee chose to compile input into Wedgwood 
appropriate park site selection criteria.  These criteria in-
cluded primary topics, such as:   
 
 Is the site close to Wedgwood’s Adjusted Usable 

Open Space Gap?   
 Is it within one block of 35th Avenue NE?   
 Does the site have willing sellers?   
 Does it have southern exposure?   
 
Secondary criteria included size, accessibility, location 
(close to businesses and Wedgwood’s business corridor), 
and visibility. 
 
The Parks Committee reviewed many popular sites in-
cluding the "tree farm properties" (actually eight parcels 
owned by two distinct property owners) and the "JCC 
Site."  The site selection criteria determined that the best 
fit was Morningside Substation.  The Parks Committee 
and the WCC recommended the Morningside Substation 
property for site acquisition because the site: 
 
 is located near the Usable Open Space Gap; 
 is over 14,000 square feet; 
 has 35th Avenue NE frontage; 
 has willing sellers; 
 has south/southeast exposure; 
 has sidewalks; and 
 has great visibility. 

Selecting the Morningside Substation Site 

kicked off the meeting with an overview and introductions.  Seattle Parks Acquisition Planner Chip Nevins 
described the levy and its acquisition program.  The Wedgwood Parks Committee described the previous 
parks meeting and the Wedgwood Vision Plan, the evaluation process, other considered sites, and the merits 
of the Morningside Substation site.  More information, including the presentation slide show, is available on 
the WCC website. 
 
The meeting included a significant Q & A, during which attendees discussed the benefits, consequences, and 
alternatives to the proposal.  Towards the end of the Q & A, Mr. Nevins asked attendees for a show of hands 
indicating support for the site.  A vast majority of the attendees raised their hands and the proposed site is 
moving forward! 
 
A site appraisal is currently under review by the Seattle Parks Department.  Wedgwood Parks and the WCC 
are excited about the prospect of urban open space in Wedgwood, and look forward to working with the 
neighborhood to design a great park!  Please email WedgwoodParks@gmail.com with questions. 

(Continued from page 1) 

New Park Proposed for Wedgwood 
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The 6th annual Wedgwood Art Festival has expanded into a 2 day extravaganza of art, music, community 
fun and will be happening this year on July 9th & 10th. Thanks to the community support the neighborhood 
has shown for the last 5 years, the festival continues to grow and become a highly anticipated summer 
event.  Many opportunities are available to become a part of this fun-filled weekend.   
 
If you are an artist interested in having a booth, please submit your application by April 4th. Applications can 
be found on the Wedgwood Art Festival website.  We are accepting artists in all media. All artwork must be 
original and created by the artist. Overnight security will be provided on Friday and Saturday nights.  
 
A variety of volunteer positions are available beginning prior to the festival for poster/flier distribution; Fri-
day, July 8th during setup; and during the event on Saturday & Sunday. Volunteer opportunities include: 
Poster/Flier Distribution, Children's Craft Booths, Band Loading/Setup, Photographer, Field Setup & Mainte-
nance, Booth Setup/Take Down, Parking Attendant, and more. 
 
We are seeking community partners to help sponsor this event. This is a unique promotional and public-
relations opportunity to show support of art and community events in the Wedgwood neighborhood. Spon-
sorship packages offer a variety of marketing benefits to involve your company in fostering goodwill in our 
community. 
 
Please come join us in creating the most exciting festival yet! For more information on booths, volunteering 
or becoming a sponsor of the festival, please visit the website at: wedgwoodfestival.com/contactus.aspx or 
email Nancy Reed at wafestival@gmail.com 
 
Sarah Bak 
Sarah_bak@comcast.net 

Gearing Up for the Wedgwood Arts Festival 2011! 

We all know Wedgwood is a great neighborhood to live in and has enjoyed a strong sales market due to its de-
sirability.  But we have all watched home values decline as through tough economic times.  The bad news is, 
as seen in the stats below, home values in our neighborhood have declined approximately 20% over the past 3 
years from the height of the market in 2007 to around 2005 price points by year’s end 2010.  However, other 
areas of King, Pierce and Snohomish Counties have seen even higher drops in home values of 30% to 40%.   
 
The main reason for the larger drops in other areas is the higher percent of short sales and foreclosures satu-
rating these markets, thereby putting more downward pressure on the prices. In some areas, over 60% of the 
entire inventory is either a short sale or foreclosed property.  Wedgwood is only seeing a handful of these.  

 
Paul Harvey McLaughlin 
206.799.0409 / wedgwoodrealestateadvisor@comcast.net 

Wedgwood Real Estate Sales in 4th Quarter From 2005 Through 2010 

  2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Avg. Sale Price $401,065 $478,041 $502,456 $485,047 $427,033 $414,156 

# of Homes Sold 27 23 24 17 24 25 

Avg. Days on Market 36 26 49 42 34 99 

Sale Price % to 

List Price 101% 99% 99% 98% 99% 98% 

Sale Price % to Original 
List Price 101% 99% 96% 96% 97% 93% 

The Real Estate Advisor: Wedgwood Stands Strong 
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Wedgwood Presbyterian 
8008 35th Ave NE 

 

Come Join Us! 
9:30am Worship 

11:00am Education 
 

Youth and Family Fellowship Groups 
Vacation Bible School, Camping and Retreats 

Peace Fellowship, Bible Study 

Don and Ginette Morgan 

Germany, and then back to Reims, France.  The two decided to 
marry and Don got 15 days off to go to Dijon where they were 
married.  When Don returned after his honeymoon, he found that 
his unit had been sent home while he was gone, so the honey-
moon was extended until Don could catch the next boat back to 
the States. 
 
Six months later Ginette made it through U.S. Immigration and 
was escorted to Spokane by Red Cross Nurses, where the young 
bride and her husband were reunited.  From there they went to 
California, where their two daughters were born, and eventually 
made their way back to Washington State.  In 1960, the Morgan 
family moved into their Wedgwood home directly in back of the 
Safeway, where they still live today.  One thing that enticed them about the home was that it had a large base-
ment suitable for a workshop for their business of making various plaster figurines and decorative pieces.  
While Don worked for the Post Office for 20 years, the Morgans always had their hands in the plasters busi-
ness, making anything from World’s Fair commemorative plates to totem pole replicas. 
 
The Morgans have called Wedgwood home for more than 50 years and have seen businesses come and go, 
but they feel like the neighborhood really hasn’t changed that much from the 1960s.  Ginette recalls how the 
current location of I Love Bento on 35th and 75th was a dress shop, and next to it was a bakery.  She became 
very excited when remembering the five- and-dime that occupied the current location of Chase on 35th.  When 
the Morgans moved in, the Safeway was situated on the same lot, but the building fronted 35th with the parking 
lot backing up to the Morgan’s property.  But even as they have watched buildings and trees grow up around 
their home, they still appreciate how easy it is to walk to businesses or catch a bus to just about anywhere. 
 
It was evident as I visited them on this past Valentine’s Day that Don and Ginette’s lives have always been 
filled with love.  Art, photographs and other expressions of love from grandchildren and great grandchildren 
adorn every surface.  As I spoke with them, this lifetime of love made it easy to imagine how their life together 
began over 65 years ago - the 16 year old French blonde and her handsome American soldier. 
 
Katie Traverse 

(Continued from page 5) 

Don and Ginette Morgan 
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Meet Your Wedgwood Businesses: Woodlawn Optical 

One of the stalwart businesses of the Wedgwood community is Woodlawn Optical, which has been oper-
ating in its storefront location at 8036 35th Avenue NE since 1970.  But the business actually goes back 
to 1947 when the original owner, Ray Bailey, started an optical business in the basement of his home on 
65th & Woodlawn (hence the name, Woodlawn Optical).  In 1970, Ray took on a partner - his new son-in-
law, Fred Cook.  By then, the business had outgrown the basement location, and it was time to find a new 
home.  They wanted a location that would retain the small, neighborhood feeling and found the perfect 
place along 35th Avenue in Wedgwood.  
 
The business flourished, and it was soon time to hire another optician.  That's where current owner Glenn 
Charles came in.  Fresh from a stint in the Air Force, young Glenn was looking for a career.  He ended up 
talking to Fred Cook, who convinced Glenn to start working in the shop as an apprentice.  Glenn liked the 
business. He enjoyed working one-on-one with customers and helping people with their needs. He also 
grew to love the community feel of the Wedgwood neighborhood.  Glenn worked his way up from appren-
tice to optician, then manager and eventually became the owner when he purchased the business from 
Fred upon Fred's retirement in 1994.  With business booming, Glenn needed to add staff.  He didn't have 
to look far, as his daughter Jennifer joined the business after graduating from high school in 1992.   

 
One thing Woodlawn Optical is known for is 
its iconic 'big-nose' sign on the street.  It al-
ways gets plenty of attention, which unfortu-
nately has included the attention of thieves 
who have stolen the sign more than once.  A 
recent theft just last month resulted in Glenn 
asking the artist, Bonnie Watson, to make a 
new version which was recently re-installed, 
only this time it's higher off the ground and 
hopefully less likely to attract the unwanted 
attention of sign thieves. 
 
Glenn has seen his share of famous people 
in the course of business at Woodlawn Opti-
cal!  One of his regular customers is Robert 
Fulghum, author of "All I Really Need To 

Know I Learned in Kindergarten" (except, apparently, how to repair your own glasses!).   Fulghum and 
Glenn are close enough that it was Fulghum who officiated when Glenn married his sweetheart, Diane.  
 
Glenn has a big heart and a desire to give back to his community. His shop is the main drop off spot for 
our local Toys-For-Tots drive each year.  Some of you may recall that about five years ago thieves stole 
the donated toys, and when the community heard about it everyone worked together and donated more 
than enough to replace what had been taken.  Glenn reports that the 2010 season was the biggest yet!  
 
In other charitable work, Glenn also accepts donations of used glasses, which he in turn gives to various 
charities such as the Millionaire Club and Medical Ministries. The latter supplies eyeglasses to impover-
ished people in 3rd world countries, and Glenn has travelled to Honduras to help distribute and fit eye 
glasses for the poor and homeless.  Glenn reports that on one trip he helped give out 7,000 pairs of eye 
glasses in a two week period. 
 
Being a good neighbor, spending time with his wife Diane (a pediatric nurse) and their seven grandchil-
dren, golfing (6 handicap), and riding his Harley keep Glenn quite busy.  He enjoys being part of the 
Wedgwood community, and we're lucky to have him.  Stop in some time and say hello to this friendly, 
long-time Wedgwood business owner, but please don't steal the sign! 
 
- Brian Swanson 
 

Woodlawn Optical Owner Glenn Charles with the new ver-
sion of the famous “nose sign” 
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Northeast Branch Library Celebrates Poetry Month 

The Northeast Library is bringing back its annual poetry contest in April in 
honor of National Poetry Month. Adults, teens, and children are invited to 
submit an original one-page poem written in the last year. The official rules 
and required entry form will be available at the Northeast Library starting on 
April 1, and poems can be turned in at any time until April 30. Winners in 
each age group will get prizes and an opportunity to read their poem at a 
gala awards ceremony and poetry reading at the Northeast Library on Tues-
day, May 24, at 6:00 p.m., to which the whole neighborhood is invited. And 
our last opera preview of the season is on Tuesday, May 3, at 6:30 p.m. 
Theodore Deacon of the Seattle Opera Guild will introduce Mozart's "The 
Magic Flute." 
 
Daniel Nguyen 
206-684-7539 

You are invited to attend Wedgwood Elementary School’s first-ever off-site 
auction, and we would love you to be a part of it!  The event will be held on 
Saturday, March 26th, at the neighborhood Our Lady of the Lake's elemen-
tary school gym at 6:30 p.m.   We will be featuring both a silent and live auc-
tion, with a "fund-a-need" show-
case as well.  Serving libations 
and heavy appetizers, this is 
one Prom that you don't want to 
miss!  There will be corsages, a 
raffle, and more, so whether 
you are a parent of a student 
(current, past or present), an 
alumni, a neighbor, or a loving 
grandparent that wants to sup-
port the school and its children, 
we welcome you! Tickets are 
$25 and can be purchased 
through information on the 
Wedgwood Elementary website: wwwwwww.wedgwoodelementary.org.  
Please contact Camille Settle at settle@comcast.net, or call (206)715-4574, 
with any questions!   

Wedgwood Elementary Live and Silent Auction 

To God be humble, to 
thy friend be kind, and 
with thy neighbors 
gladly lend and borrow; 
His chance tonight, it 
maybe thine tomorrow.  
 
- William Dunbar 
15th Century Scottish Poet 

mailto:settle@comcast.net
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Wedgwood 

Community Council 
Post Office Box 15770 

Seattle, WA 98115 

President 
Kurt Westman  523-9360 

First VP/Events 
Brian Turnbull  459-2034 

2nd VP/Communications 
Bill Dock 369-3858 

Treasurer/Dahl Playfield 
Bill Crow  522-2478 

Trustee/Secretary 
Scott Gordon 527-1937 

North Precinct Advisory Committee 
Kevin Rack 527-5411 

Blockwatch Email List 
Ellen Blackstone 522-8099  

Wedgwood Echo Editor 
Katie Traverse  526-7897 

Wedgwood Historian/Mailings 
Valarie Bunn 367-2934 

Trustee/Vision Project 
Randy Barnett 595-1318 

Trustees/At Large 

Allen Carter 523-8637 

Keeley Hughes 399-7197 

Marieke Stientjes Rack 527-5411 

Katie Traverse 526-7897 

Gretchen Bear 940-7626  
Trustee/Land Use 

Per Johnson  817-4270 

WEDGWOOD COMMUNITY COUNCIL BOARD AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Wednesday, March 23rd 

7:00 p.m. 

Wedgwood Presbyterian Church 

Activity Fair!  Come hear about 

neighborhood activities for all ages. 

See Page 2 for details  

WCC General Meeting 

WEDGWOOD COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 

 Yes! We/I would like to join (or renew our membership in) the WCC.   Date:  ________________________ 
 
Name(s) or business/organization: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: ___________________________________________________     Phone: _________________________________ 
 

Interests:  Board of Trustees    Land Use  Transp./Pedestrian Projects Outdoor Cinema 
 

    Wedgwood Parks  Other: __________________________________________________________ 
 

One-year membership contribution: $_________   

Basic household membership is $20/yr; give more or less as you are able.  

PRESORTED 

STANDARD 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

SEATTLE, WA 

PERMIT NO. 5434 

Please mail checks to: 

WCC, PO Box 15770, Seattle, WA  98115 

Change service requested 


