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Wedgwood Echo to go Paperless—this is the Last Print Edition
As many of you may have read on the Wedgwood Community Council website,
the WCC has made the decision to phase out the printed version of the Echo
this spring. This will be the last printed edition of the Wedgwood Echo. This is
not a decision that was taken lightly by the WCC, for the printed Echo has been
a neighborhood standard for decades. However, in the interests of environmental responsibility, costs, and changing communication technology, we believe this is the best decision for the community.
Over the last few years, we have focused our communication efforts on the
WCC website, the Facebook page, Twitter feed, and email listserves, all of
which appear to be effectively reaching and informing the community, and in a
much more timely manner than the printed Echo. Meanwhile, the labor and
costs to WCC to print and mail in its current format diminishes the WCC’s ability
to address the community’s priorities. The Echo requires a significant amount
of resources in both time and money to complete and yet only reaches a limited
number of Wedgwoodians. Not only is this phase-out a greener solution, but we
believe we can be more effective at communicating with the neighborhood.
(Continued on page 7)

From the President
Wedgwood is again in a period of transformation as we continue to grow and
change as a community. The Jasper Apartment building continues to take
shape and add to the streetscape on 35th Ave NE at NE 86th Street. Key Bank
will take residence next to Starbucks. Our summer outdoor cinema is moving
to the Hunter Farm Gathering Place, and the Echo will transition into an electronic format.
After decades of print publication, the Wedgwood Community Council Trustees
decided it was time to transition the Echo into an online, electronic version. So
with great appreciation to our editor Katie Traverse and to our behind the
scenes, do-everything wonder woman, Valarie Bunn, we say thanks for your
numerous hours of volunteering to make the print version of the Echo such a
great resource.
We would love to hear from you about your thoughts of the Echo: What was the
funniest Grapevine story you remember? What was the most provocative article? What did you like most about the print Echo? Lastly, what would you like
(Continued on page 7)
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The Wedgwood Echo is
published by the Wedgwood
Community Council. Articles
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the trustees.
The Wedgwood Community
Council holds general
meetings, announced in this
newsletter, on our website
(www.wedgwoodcc.org) and
on sandwich boards along
35th. Trustees meet every
month. All are welcome to
both meetings, which are
held at the Wedgwood
Presbyterian Church located
at 35th NE and NE 80th.
If you wish to be on the
agenda or have guest
speaker ideas, contact WCC
President, Brian Turnbull. If
you need transportation, call
one of the trustees.
Contact information for
trustees
and
other
volunteers is listed on the
back page.
For more information on
what the WCC does,
meetings,
events,
membership
and
advertising, visit our website:
www.wedgwoodcc.org
Submit Wedgwood-worthy
news or rants and raves to
the editor, Katie Traverse, at
wedgwoodechoeditor@
gmail.com.

WCC Trustee Elections on May 9th
The Wedgwood Community Council will hold its annual Trustee Elections
at the General Meeting on May 9th. The following Trustees are up for
election or re-election:
David Grant is a native Washingtonian who moved to Wedgwood five
years ago with his wife Jennifer. They were attracted to the neighborhood’s schools, the character of the homes, and all of the wonderful
trees. They now have a two year old son named Benjamin who loves
playing in the neighborhood parks. David is a landscape architect and urban designer who works on issues related to transit, walkability, open
space, and habitat. His hobbies include hiking, bicycling, photography,
and skiing.
Gretchen Bear has spent the last 20 years in Seattle. She is a freelance
writer and teaches Landlording classes at three local community colleges
and through her own business, First-time Landlord. Gretchen brings experience in sidewalk and pedestrian safety improvements as a result of a
large-scale project she spearheaded for a recently annexed area of Wedgwood. After ten years, this last missing link of sidewalk will be developed
by SDOT along the 25th Ave. NE/Ravenna Ave.NE arterial connecting NE
85th St. to Lake City Way. There will also be a new bike lane added along
this route. Gretchen and her husband have a 12-year old daughter and a
10-year old son.
Bill Dock first moved to Wedgwood in 1996 and enjoys living here with his
wife and young daughter. He works at the University of Washington as IT
Staff for the School of Drama, as well as at Ryther Child Center on NE
95th Street as a Grant Writer. Bill enjoys writing fiction, sailing, and the Seattle Sounders. Bill has taken it upon himself to establish an Emergency
Preparedness Committee for the WCC. If you are interested in helping, let
him know!
Be sure to come to the meeting on May 9th to show support for the Trustee candidates!

Seattle City Councilmember Sally Bagshaw Speaks at
WCC General Meeting May 9th at 7:00 p.m.
Join us for the WCC Annual Meeting on Wednesday, May 9th, beginning
at 7:00 p.m. at the Wedgwood Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall. Our
special guest will be Seattle City Councilmember Sally Bagshaw, who will
speak to us about a variety of topics of interest to Wedgwoodians. Councilmember Bagshaw was elected to the City Council in 2010 and currently serves as the chair of the Parks and Neighborhoods Committee.
Among other things, she will give us her perspective and answer our
questions about Wedgwood’s pending park acquisition, neighborhood
planning for 35th Avenue NE, and Seattle’s Greenway Project. Be sure
not to miss this meeting!

Wedg wood Ec ho

Emergency Communications Drill May 19th—Come Join Us!
On the morning of Saturday, May 19th, from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m., the City of
Seattle will be hosting a drill to test emergency communications. This involves local hospitals, police, fire and a number of other organizations, all
coordinated through the Office of Emergency Management from the downtown Emergency Operations Center. Local community emergency communications hubs will also be involved, including Wedgwood’s own hub at
Hunter’s Tree Farm on 35th Ave. NE.
The Wedgwood Hub is the first emergency communications hub in NE Seattle. There are many Hubs around the city, primarily West Seattle, Queen
Anne and Wallingford, but Wedgwood’s hub will serve the entire NE until
other neighborhoods get their own up and running (Maple Leaf is actively
working on theirs).
In the event of a major disaster, where standard modes of communication
are down, the Hubs will be activated or “stood up”. This means that commu- The Wedgwood Hub
nity members come together to create a process through which needs are
prioritized and significant needs that cannot be handled locally are transmitted by radio to the EOC downtown.
This system relies upon amateur radio operators, but also a number of roles need to be filled by community
members who are available at the time.
For the May 19th drill, we are looking for community members to come to Hunter’s Tree Farm to
participate. The scenario set forth by the city for this drill is a terrorist attack, through which there is
structural damage and the water supply is tainted, resulting in large numbers of sick people. We’ll be
looking for participants to be ready to creatively report the status of their own block, then watch as their
message gets passed up the process.
The Hub is not a place for people to come to be treated (nor is it a storehouse of food or water for
emergencies), so this is not one of those drills where we will have fake blood and people on stretchers.
The Hub is simply a location where our community can communicate our needs to others, ensuring that
those needs are met as quickly as possible. We therefore need people to come help to report the needs
of their individual blocks. Come and tell us, given this fictional scenario, how many people are hurt on
your block. What sort of help do you need? What sort of help can you provide?
One of the primary goals of this drill is to have participants observe all of the roles that volunteers
perform. The reason for this is simple: In a real emergency , we won’t have pre-assigned people in these
roles – we’ll have those from the community who are willing to volunteer. The more people who are
aware of the process and the needed roles, the better this Hub will function in a real emergency. We
therefore want as many of you who can participate on May 19th as possible to come down, join in the
fun, and learn a little about how your community’s emergency plans work.
The drill will start at 9:00 and end at 11:30. At the last drill in October, participants had lots of fun and
learned a lot at the same time. You do not need to be there the entire time, just come when you can
and leave when you feel you have an idea of how the Hub works. Adults and kids are both welcome.
Lastly, as always, we remind you again that the Hub is for communications only, there is no food or water
stored there for emergencies. Each family should have an emergency supply of food and water that will last a
minimum of 3 days, preferably 7 days. See 3days3ways.org for additional information.
We hope to see you on May 19th!!!!
— Bill Dock
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From War to Wedgwood: Fred Kane
In 1935 Siegfried Kahn immigrated to the USA and
became Fred S. Kane. As a young man in the
1930’s in Germany, Kane had been in the Republican Guard (like the National Guard in the USA) up
until the time that the Nazi Party tried to recruit all
military personnel into their agenda. Kane joined
the resistance movement but was caught and put
into a concentration camp – the Nazis imprisoned
and killed even their own German citizens who
would not “go along with the program.” In the concentration camp Kane endured beatings as the
Nazis tried to get him to tell the location of a secret
printing press used by the Resistance. In 1933 at
age twenty, Kane was able to bribe a guard to let
him escape. Kane made his way to France, where
he spent two months in a hospital, recovering from
the injuries he had received in the German concentration camp.
After coming to the USA in 1935 at age twentytwo, Kane became a naturalized US citizen and, in
addition to his job at a refrigeration company in
Seattle, Kane joined the National Guard. For that
reason Kane was called into active duty when
World War Two broke out. Kane went to war in
the South Pacific with the famed 41st Infantry Division of the Pacific Northwest, made up of National
Guard units from Washington, Oregon, Idaho,
Montana and North Dakota. For his war service
Kane received an award called the Bronze Star for
“meritorious action against the enemy” in flying
supplies to the front lines.
As a decorated war hero, married and a proud new
homeowner in Wedgwood in 1946, Fred Kane began to make an impact upon his newly adopted
neighborhood. Kane lived at 8008 39th Ave NE in
the Eastwood plat. When Kane felt that the
neighborhood ought to get organized, in March
1946 he founded the Eastwood Community Club.
There was already a Wedgwood Community Club
for the west side of 35th Ave NE where Albert
Balch had built the first Wedgwood development
from NE 80th to 85th Streets, 30th to 35th Avenues
NE. By 1945 that section of Wedgwood was finished, completely developed with streets, sidewalks, lawns and flowerbeds. On the east side of
35th Ave NE, the roads were a sea of mud, there

was constant construction noise from new houses
going up, and there was no house-to-house mail
delivery. The “eastsiders” felt that the Wedgwood
Community Club was not responsive to their concerns, so they founded their own Eastwood Club.
For three years, 1946 to 1949, the Eastwood Community Club was very active in lobbying City Hall
about their needs, and they got results. The group
also began planning community activities for families with young post-war “Baby Boom” children.
An Easter egg hunt and a Santa Wagon which
toured the area with goodies for children at Christmastime were the first two events organized by the
Eastwood Club.
A member of the Eastwood Club was Doug Clyde
of 3148 NE 82nd Street. Although he was a
“westsider” in Wedgwood, Doug Clyde was also a
peacemaker. He was one of the earliest activists
in Wedgwood and when Eastwood got started, he
wanted to help them out and unify neighborhood
activities. Finally in 1949, when some of the development issues had died down, Mr. Clyde was able
to broker a merging of the two community clubs.
By that time “Wedgwood” had caught on as the
name of the neighborhood, as Al Balch, the developer, continued to use the name in more and more
sections of housing. The name “Wedgwood District Community Club” was chosen to include approximately the same area as in the present-day
boundaries of Wedgwood, from NE 75th to 95th
Streets.
In 1949, after the merger of the two community
clubs, Fred Kane founded the Wedgwood Echo
newspaper which was produced monthly on a
home mimeograph. As he turned the crank of the
machine, Kane must have thought of the secret
press in Germany and how far he had come from
those days.
--Valarie Bunn
Would you like to read more Wedgwood neighborhood history stories?
Go to Valarie’s blog at:
http://WedgwoodinSeattleHistory.com/
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Lend a Hand at the Wedgwood Art Festival
Planning for the Wedgwood Art Festival is moving right along as the 7th annual event nears. There are
still many opportunities to get involved as either a volunteer or sponsor.
Volunteers are an important factor in creating a safe and enjoyable festival for our community. We hope
you join us to help make our neighborhood festival a success. There are many volunteer opportunities
from which to choose: Help children create art, help the bands, be security or a pedestrian crossing
monitor, just to name a few.
Consider encouraging friends and family members to join you to share the fun. This will be a rewarding
experience, meeting people who share your love of the arts and community. There are volunteer opportunities for everyone and the Wedgwood Art Festival is a great way to contribute your time and talents.
Without sponsors, the Wedgwood Art Festival would not be possible. Sponsorship is a wonderful way to
connect with your local community and customers. Many packages offer a variety of marketing benefits
to involve your company in fostering goodwill in our community. Thank you to our sponsors who have
already committed to supporting the festival as of April 1, 2012: The Seattle Office of Arts and Cultural
Affairs, Rxtra Care Pharmacy, Jasper Apartments.
Please come join us in creating the most exciting festival yet! For more information on booths, volunteering or becoming a sponsor of the festival, please visit the website at: http://
www.wedgwoodfestival.com
-----Sarah Bak
Sarah_bak@comcast.net
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Get into Reading with the Seattle Public Library’s Summer Reading Program!
The Seattle Public Library‘s 2012 Summer Reading Program begins June 1st. The annual program, which
continues through August 26th, encourages kids of all ages and adults to read during the summer.
After reading ten books (or having ten books read to them), children will receive a free paperback book and a
one-time free admission pass for four kids and two adults to the Burke Museum good from July 1 through
Oct. 31. Children who finish ten books by Wednesday, Aug. 1 will be entered into a drawing for the city librarian‘s popular Breakfast of Champions event held at the Space Needle in August. One winner from each Library location will be selected.
Teens can also join in the fun. Century 22: Read the Future, provides multiple ways for teens to participate:
Read three books, review them, and enter a drawing to win an e-reader.
Play our scavenger hunt by finding books hidden all over the city, read them, and re-hide them for another teen to find.
Enjoy our great programs. Whether you’re into gaming, trivia, crafting, or art, one of our excellent programs will match your interests.
Looking for a space to be creative and have fun? Then come to Teen Space at the Northeast Branch! It’s a
place where teens can meet up, hang out and make new friends! We’ll have snacks (a must), music, board
games and supplies to do your homework. Also, stay up to date with what’s happening for teens at the library
by visiting Push to Talk, our blog written for teens by teens and the librarians who serve them.
The 2012 Summer Reading Program is sponsored by The Seattle Public Library Foundation and includes
hundreds of free programs for people of all ages at our various locations. You can pick up a Summer Reading Program Guide at the branch or you can also check out the complete schedule online. For more information, call 206-386-4636.
The Northeast Branch will once again be hosting this year’s Seattle Reads author Amy Waldman, on Thursday, May 3 from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., where she’ll read from and answer questions about her book, “The Submission.” Everyone is also invited to join us at our all-ages poetry contest awards ceremony on Tuesday,
May 22 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., where you can cheer on the winners as they read their winning poems. We will
also continue our popular book discussion groups and computer classes. Have a question about the library’s
catalog, downloading eBooks and eAudiobooks from OverDrive, using Email or Microsoft Word? Then come
to our Technology Drop In Session! Staff and volunteers will be available to answer your library and technology questions on Monday, May 21 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. and Thursday, June 21 from 3:30 p.m. to 5:30
p.m.
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Echo
(Continued from page 1)

This is our final full Echo. After this,
we will transition the Echo into an
online newsletter that anyone can
sign up for and that will be available
on our website. Visit our website at
http://wedgwoodcc.org to sign up
and have the Echo delivered directly
to your Inbox. If you do not have access to email or are otherwise unable to access an electronic version
of the Echo, please contact Valarie
Bunn (206-367-2934) and we will try
to accommodate you.

President
(Continued from page 1)

to see in an online version of the
Echo?
On another front we have some great
events coming soon. Seattle Council
member Sally Bagshaw will speak at
our general meeting on May 9th at
7PM. The ever-growing and impressive Wedgwood Art Fest is July 14th
and 15th, and the Wedgwood Summer
Cinema is coming August 4th, now at
its new location at the Hunter Tree
Farm Gathering Place. In addition to
these fun events we continue to work
with our neighboring communities on
addressing smart growth for the 35th
Avenue NE business corridor.
In order to do the work we are doing,
we need your support through membership. Renew your membership if
you are a current member or join with
us to become a new member if you
have not done so. You can do this
online now at our webpage,
www.wedgwoodcc.org. Through your
membership, you join together with
your neighbors to help Wedgwood become an even better place to live,
work and play.
- Brian Turnbull, WCC President

60 Years of Veterinary
The Northeast Veterinary Hospital at 9505 35th Avenue NE has
been in its building since 1951, though there have been a series
of owners and the building itself has been remodeled more than
once. The corner of 95th & 35th first was the site of Morningside Presbyterian Church, beginning in the 1920s. When the
church moved to the corner of 80th and became Wedgwood
Presbyterian, they sold their old building to the veterinary. The
building was remodeled in 1968 with a design by one of the premier Seattle architects of the modern era, Paul Hayden
Kirk. Want more info about architecture in Wedgwood? Go to
Valarie Bunn's neighborhood historyblog: http://
WedgwoodinSeattleHistory.com.
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Wedgwood Garden Group News
Spring is here and members of the Wedgwood Garden
Group are out in their yards just like their neighbors, gearing up for the growing season here in the Northwest. The
group will forgo monthly meetings for the summer and
look forward to local garden tours in May, June and July.
In August, coordinators Alison Wysong and Laurie
McBride will lead members in deciding the focus and potential speakers for the coming winter months in 2012/13.
Gardeners enjoyed several informative talks last season,
including Laura Watson, esteemed clematis grower in
March, and Holly Kennell, retired Snohomish County extension agent, who spoke on trouble-free garden plants in
April. Monthly meetings are held on the third Tuesday of
the months October through April , 7 p.m. at Home Street
Bank on 35th Ave. Annual dues are $15 and help to cover
small stipends for speakers.
Wedgwood Gardeners will be participating in the upcoming planting party at Hunter Tree Farm (date to be determined) and invite community members to stop by their
booth at the Wedgwood Art Festival, July 14-15, which
will be shared with North East Seattle Together (NEST).
For inclusion in the Wedgwood Garden Group mailing list,
email lisasecan@gmail.com.
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Neighborhood Planning for the Future of 35th Ave NE Continues
As reported in the last edition of the Echo, the WCC has joined forces with the Ravenna Bryant Community
Council to address the future of 35th Avenue NE. As part of this process, we have partnered with
the Washington Chapter of the American Planning Association’s Community Planning Assistance Team
(CPAT), to host a series of “Coffee Talks."
These Coffee Talks, three of which have already taken place, are a series of community learning opportunities to help educate ourselves and our community on planning elements that will impact the success of our neighborhood planning. The intent of these Coffee Talks is to learn about key concepts eluded to
in the Vision Plan that could help guide the community-led neighborhood planning process. The first three
meetings have already taken place: Coffee Talk 1: Creating the Conditions to Support Neighborhood
Businesses, Coffee Talk 2: Making a Neighborhood Walkable and the Importance of Proximity, and
Coffee Talk 3: Design at a Human Scale. A Primer on Urban Design Concepts and City of Seattle Design Review Guidelines.
Four more Coffee Talks are scheduled, so it is not too late to be part of the community process:
Coffee Talk 4: ”Place-making and Successful Streetscape Features” – Thursday, May 24th, at Messiah
Lutheran Church (Fellowship Hall - Downstairs) from 7-8:30PM. Speakers: Brice Maryman, SvR Design and
Catherine Benotto, Weber + Thompson Architects
Coffee Talk 5: ”Density and its Benefits” – Thursday, June 21st, at Messiah Lutheran Church (Fellowship
Hall - Downstairs) from 7-8:30PM – Speaker: Kevin Shively, Nelson\Nygaard Consultants
Coffee Talk 6: “Financial realities of development. Incentivizing successful development” – Thursday,
July 26th, at Wedgwood Presbyterian Church (Fellowship Hall – Downstairs) from 7-8:30PM. - Speaker: Ellen
Miller-Wolfe, Economic Development Director for the City of Kirkland
Coffee Talk 7: ”The Trade Offs of Land Use Planning” – Thursday, Aug 23rd , atMessiah Lutheran
Church (Fellowship Hall - Downstairs) from 7-8:30PM - Speaker: Erin Christensen, AIA, LEED AP
ND, Mithun.
To stay informed about the latest happenings on the 35th Avenue NE neighborhood planning process, please
visit our blog at 35thneighborhoodplan.blogspot.com.
--Per Johnson

Wedgwood Presbyterian
8008 35th Ave NE
Come Join Us!
9:30am Worship
11:00am Education
Youth and Family Fellowship Groups
Vacation Bible School, Camping and Retreats
Peace Fellowship, Bible Study
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WEDGWOOD COMMUNITY COUNCIL BOARD AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS
President
Brian Turnbull

459-2034

Treasurer
Liz McGrath

Trustee/Wedgwood Echo Editor
Katie Traverse
526-7897

First VP/Land Use
Per Johnson

817-4270

Trustee/Vision Project
Randy Barnett
595-1318

Trustee/Parks
David Grant

2nd VP/Communications
Keeley Hughes
399-7197

Trustee/Transportation
Gretchen Bear
940-7626

Trustee
Brian Walker

Secretary
Patti Wilma

Trustee/Emergency Preparedness
Bill Dock
369-3858

Wedgwood Historian/Mailings
Valarie Bunn
367-2934

525-5866

WEDGWOOD COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP FORM
Yes! We/I would like to join (or renew our membership in) the WCC.

Date: ________________________

Name(s) or business/organization: ______________________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________
Email: ___________________________________________________

Phone: _________________________________

One-year membership contribution: $_________
Basic household membership is $20/yr; give more or less as you are able.
Payment may be made by check or by PayPal at www.wedgwoodcc.org.
Please mail checks to:
WCC, PO Box 15770, Seattle, WA 98115

