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Hunter Farm Gathering Place Project Moving Towards
Late August Build
As many are aware, the Wedgwood Community Council (WCC) has received a
grant, through the Pomegranate Center and Tully‘s Coffee, to work with the
Hunter Family (of Hunter Tree Farms) to develop a 'gathering place' on their
property. The project, which has been coined ―Hunter-Gatherers‖ by the Pomegranate Center, is on a tight timeline, and is moving full steam ahead. On June
11th, nearly 90 people packed the Fellowship Hall of Messiah Luther Church for
the project‘s kick-off public meeting. The day started with a 2 hour brainstorm
session (plus Tully‘s Coffee), which led into a 4 hour conceptual design development session (plus more Tully‘s Coffee), before concluding with an hour long
open house to present the concept designs over more Tully‘s Coffee.
This was a long but energizing day as nearly 30 people stayed all 7 hours to
creatively work together under the watchful eye of the Pomegranate Center to
direct participants and keep things moving forward. Some of the shared design
principles that came out of the meeting were:
Beautify the existing structures on site, due to the budget of the project
and permitting complications.
Use the frontage along 35th Ave NE to create a courtyard of sorts for
people to gather.
(Continued on page 7)

Pandora’s Adult Cabaret Coming to Wedgwood?
In May, the City approved a permit for a new adult cabaret to replace the Seven
Seas restaurant along Lake City Way, in northwest Wedgwood. As expected,
this news was greeted by many displeased neighbors who both enjoyed Seven
Seas and didn‘t want to a new ‗strip club‘ coming to their neighborhood.
No public notification was associated with the permit‘s issuance according to
Seattle‘s Department of Planning and Development (DPD) because adult cabarets are authorized uses on parcels zoned for Commercial (C-1). However,
there are some distance requirements that adult cabarets must meet in order to
be permitted. They must be located more than 600 feet from another adult
cabaret and 800 feet from child-oriented land uses such as schools/child care,
community centers, parks and open space.
Shortly after finding out of the proposed adult cabaret, the WCC and Maple
Leaf Community Council (MLCC) formally opposed the project in principle and
began a due diligence review of the permit issued to make sure it was authorized appropriately. If it is sited legally, an adult cabaret is a legal use of a prop(Continued on page 8)
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The Wedgwood Echo is
published by the Wedgwood
Community Council every
other month, starting in
January. Articles do not
necessarily reflect the
opinions of the trustees.
The Wedgwood Community
Council holds general
meetings, announced in this
newsletter, on our website
(www.wedgwoodcc.org) and
on sandwich boards along
35th. Trustees meet every
month. All are welcome to
both meetings, which are
held at the Wedgwood
Presbyterian Church located
at 35th NE and NE 80th.
If you wish to be on the
agenda or have guest
speaker ideas, contact WCC
President, Brian Turnbull. If
you need transportation, call
one of the trustees.
Contact information for
trustees
and
other
volunteers is listed on the
back page.
For more on what the WCC
does, meetings, events,
membership (which includes
a subscription to the Echo!)
and advertising, visit:
www.wedgwoodcc.org
Submit Wedgwood-worthy
news or rants and raves to
the editor, Katie Traverse, at
wedgwoodechoeditor@
gmail.com.

From the New President
Hello fellow Wedgwood neighbors. We live in the best neighborhood in Seattle. During the U2 concert in Seattle last month, on what was a rare beautiful spring day, lead singer Bono that "the whole city looked like it had come
out of a washing machine.‖ Well our little neighborhood is getting cleaned
up as well and is looking great with many changes that are going on. One
could say we are still in the spin cycle with many exciting things happening.
As described in detail in this newsletter, the Wedgwood Community Council
received a grant from the Pomegranate Center Foundation for the ―Hunter
Farm Gathering Place Project.‖ The area known as the Hunter Tree farm is
going to be transformed by us – you and me – as we dream, plan and then
build. Take special note of the important dates regarding this project. Special thanks goes out to the Hunter Family in their partnership in this project.
The Safeway remodeling project is coming to a close, just as the old JCC
site begins its transformation process. Our Wedgwood washing machine is
working overtime. So hang on – this summer in Wedgwood is promising to
be an exciting one.
The Wedgwood Arts Festival has expanded this year to being a two day
event, July 9 and 10th. This event has only gotten better over the years, and
I am sure it will surpass all expectations again. But that is not all. Sustainable Northeast Seattle is hosting a Planet Home Festival on August 6th and
also that evening is our annual Wedgwood Outdoor Summer Cinema featuring the film ―Fantastic Mr. Fox.‖ Yes life here in the Wedge is good.
However, as you will also read about in this edition of the Echo, not all of
the neighborhood transformations are pleasing to all neighbors. The closing
down of the Seven Seas asian eatery on Lake City Way to make way for the
location of Pandora's Adult Cabaret has come as a shock to many of us.
Much time and effort has been put forward by the WCC and Maple Leaf
Community Council in opposition of such a place of business. While the
club intends to open its doors sometime in July, we are continuing to explore how to make the voices of our neighbors heard, and to ensure that the
law is followed, both in the permitting process and the operation of the business.
Stay up to date on this and all other things happening
in our neighborhood by visiting
www.wedgwoodcc.org. And while you are there,
take advantage of our new PayPal capabilities to become a member of the Wedgwood Community Council!
As your new president of the Wedgwood Community
Council, I look forward to partnering with the other
trustees, you, our awesome WCC members, and the
greater neighborhood to make our corner of Seattle a
great place to live, work and play.
Sincerely Brian Turnbull

WCC President
Brian Turnbull
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Wedgwood’s Annual Outdoor Cinema—Saturday, August 6th, with Feature
Film: Fantastic Mr. Fox
It‘s that time again for the event of the summer—the 9th Annual Wedgwood
Outdoor Cinema. So let‘s hope the rain is gone by August 6th, and bring the
whole family out to the Thornton Creek Elementary School grounds for an evening of fun! More details can be found @ www.wedgwoodcc.org.

Food &
Fun starts
at 7:30PM
Film begins
at dusk

Thorton
Creek
School Playfield at 77th
and 42nd

Wedgwood Art Festival July 9th and 10th
Wedgwood Art Festival is Right Around
the Corner!
Don‘t forget to join
us for the Wedgwood Art Festival
on July 9 & 10 from
10am-5pm. Located on the (soon
to be renovated)
Hunter Tree Farm
lot, with more artists, music and food
than before, it is a
Wedgwood event
that you won‘t want
to miss. For the most current entertainment schedule
and vendor information, please visit wedgwoodfestival.com. A big thank you to our sponsors: Seattle Office of Arts and Cultural Affairs, Hometown Values,
Hunter Tree Farm, Oasis Art Gallery, Johnson‘s Auto
Repair, RXtra Care Pharmacy and QFC.
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A Hole Lot of Working Going On at the Former JCC Site on 35th Ave NE
Work at the former JCC site on 35th Ave NE at the northeast corner of
86th street began on June 1st for the new Wedgwood Apartments
project, Wood Partner‘s first project in Puget Sound. After years of
delay, the final project design left the land use committee and WCC as
a whole a little underwhelmed.
Code revisions since the project first was proposed allowed the building to be built with only one floor of underground parking, a modification that does not please many neighbors on adjacent side streets.
Most important though to the community at large is the lack of groundThe old JCC building is demolished
floor retail space. Due to economic conditions, lenders find it undesirable to build new retail space when many retails spaces are currently vacant. Instead, the new mixed-use
development will comprise 7 ground-floor live-work units which satisfy the commercial requirement for that
particular zone. Despite this, the WCC‘s land use committee has emphasized the desire for at least a portion
of the ground-floor developed for retail space. The WCC has shared several potential businesses with Wood
Partners and we understand that they have reached out to some of them. To date, however, no retail tenant
has been found and the opportunity to revise the plans for a retail tenant is disappearing. While the WCC
continues to work with Wood Partners, Exxel Pacific moves ahead digging its hole in the ground where the
JCC once stood, making way for the building foundation and underground parking.
Periodic updates will continue to be added to www.wedgwoodcc.org.
Per Johnson

Membership Matters
We hope this message reaches you as a result from receiving your own copy of The Echo, which is part of
your membership and contribution towards Wedgwood Community Council. If not, we strongly urge you to
take a moment to consider joining WCC. It is now easier than ever to join the WCC, by using PayPal on our
website at www.wedgwoodcc.org. Whether you are new to the neighborhood, or just haven‘t had time to join
up until now, we truly need your support. We also ask that long-standing members help spread the word and
urge your neighbors to join WCC!
An all-volunteer, non-profit, community-based organization is exclusively dependent on its membership, and
can only be affective when it represents the larger community. WCC has recently been extremely active in
improving the quality of our lives from developing a unified Vision for the future of Wedgwood, advocating for
more parks and open spaces, maintaining an active land use committee voicing community priorities and
principles, advocating for better sidewalks and traffic safety concerns, creating an emergency preparedness
action plan, supporting a wide variety of annual community events, facilitating a forum for Wedgwood residents to air opinions, ideas, grievances, and other community interests, the list goes on-and-on. Please take
a moment to log onto our website at www.wedgwoodcc.org to see all the latest activities and developments
happening in your neighborhood. All these things are only possible due to your support by being a member,
and continuing your WCC membership.
In the months to follow, the board of trustees will unveil a more comprehensive set of goals and objectives
relating to membership issues. Our needs are many: We have several open positions that need to be filled
on the board of trustees. We have many community-based initiatives which require broader neighborhoodwide support. We have several committees which require more detailed attention and an infusion of new energy. We also need funds to maintain and further our mutual goals and interests which comes exclusively
from membership dues and sponsorships. Frankly speaking, we need more help. The primary solution is to
strengthen our base by increasing our membership. We need you to become a member today!
So stay tuned for more up-to-date information on WCC membership, and in the meantime, please join or renew your membership today!
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The Real Estate Advisor: It’s Time to Boost Your Home’s Curb Appeal
You have heard it said that you never get a second chance at a first impression.
What drives first impressions when your home is on the market is not how large the
kitchen is or the color of the paint on the wall—it‘s curb appeal. The street view of
your house should lure prospective buyers in through the front door.
The best place to start is with a thorough exterior cleaning. Your front door, garage
door, yard and exterior should be immaculate. Clear any unnecessary clutter, including lawn furniture. If you can, park RVs or boats away from your home. Wash
front-facing windows and sweep sidewalks and the driveway.
The appearance of your yard will make a huge impact on buyers. Keep grass trimmed and well watered during warmer months. Add some color with bright flowers in beds, containers, or window boxes. Remove or replace dead shrubs or trees. Prune anything that appears overgrown or blocks windows.
On the exterior of your house, make sure all gutters, window screens, fence slats and trim are in good shape.
For a bigger impact, consider replacing exterior light fixtures with decorative sconces or get a new wooden or
stained-glass front door.
Remember: small improvements to your home‘s curb appeal have the potential to translate to several thousand dollars at closing time.
Paul Harvey McLaughlin
206.799.0409 / wedgwoodrealestateadvisor@comcast.net
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Happy Birthday, Wedgwood!
July 2011 marks seventy years since the Wedgwood neighborhood was created by a bold and optimistic developer, Albert Balch. In July 1941 Balch filed a plat for forty acres of land from 30 th to 35th Avenues, 80th to
85th Streets, which became the first section of Wedgwood houses that he built. As he added more houses in
other nearby sections of land, local businesses began calling themselves by the name ―Wedgwood‖ until it
became the name of the neighborhood.
In 1935 Balch and a business partner, Ralph Jones, started out by building one house in what is now the
View Ridge area, which they platted after buying up many individual undeveloped lots. At first the View
Ridge development included only 65th to 70th Streets, on a slope east of 35th Ave NE with a great view of
Lake Washington. Balch & Jones were each 32 years old and had met while working for Fisher Communications (parent company of KOMO radio/TV). In a risky, adventuresome move, the two men quit their jobs as
radio advertising salesmen and decided to seek their fortunes in real estate.
After the stock market crash of October 1929, the economic crisis called the Great Depression caused a near
-standstill in new construction of houses. When Balch & Jones filed their View Ridge plat request with King
County in 1935, it made news headlines as the county‘s first new development in more than two years. Balch
& Jones were able to sell the first house they had built in View Ridge, while at the same time arranging for
water & electricity to be put in – the area still had no city services in the 1930s because, east of 15th Ave NE,
the Seattle City limit was at 65th Street. With the dearth of good news during the 1930s Great Depression era
and with Balch & Jones‘ experience in advertising, they were able to get a lot of media coverage of their new
development. Balch & Jones‘ sales gimmicks, such as a picnic to attract buyers, were stories covered by
news outlets to boost hope during the economic depression.
Both Balch & Jones had young families so houses for themselves were among the first that they built. Balch
lived at 6850 – 50th Ave NE for the rest of his life, and the Jones family lived at the southern end of the same
block (the Jones house has since been replaced by new ones.) By building homes for their own families in
the new development, the men sent the message that it was a good place to live, for people who planned to
stay. By 1942 the city limits were moved out to NE 85th Street, and View Ridge stretched from 65th to 75th
Streets, 35th Ave NE to Sand Point Way.
Jones spent the rest of his life as a real estate agent but for Balch, the real excitement was in development.
He wanted to create communities. His next venture would give him the opportunity to build an entire
neighborhood in one piece, with houses in a unified style. After purchasing the wooded, undeveloped fortyacre tract along the west side of 35th Ave NE from 80th to 85th Streets, Balch gave his wife Edith the opportunity to name the new area. In an interview in the April 1956 edition of the Wedgwood Echo community club
newsletter, Balch recalled that Edith had not liked the name ―View Ridge‖ so Balch told her she could choose
the name of the next housing development. She chose ―Wedgwood,‖ he said, because of her love for the
English china dishes and their distinctive blue color.
--Valarie Bunn, valariebunn@msn.com

Wedgwood Presbyterian
8008 35th Ave NE
Come Join Us!
9:30am Worship
11:00am Education
Youth and Family Fellowship Groups
Vacation Bible School, Camping and Retreats
Peace Fellowship, Bible Study
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Hunter Farm Gathering Project
Focus a potential stage or performance
area at the NE corner of the site to direct
noise away from 36th Ave NE and take
advantage of the established vegetation
as a back drop.
Maintain parking on-site for the Hunter
tree farm business and neighboring post
office.
Develop mobile furniture that can be relocated to the perimeter of the site when
Christmas trees are being sold.

Hunter Tree Farm Awaits Transformation
Volunteer design professionals from the community and Pomegranate Center have been pushing
these concepts forward for a preliminary plan to
be shared with the Hunter Family. Following the
Hunter Family‘s review, this plan will be tweaked
again by the project‘s steering committee before
the final design is shared with the public on July
13th from 7-9pm at Wedgwood Presbyterian
Church. Make sure to mark your calendar for this!
The community build–this means YOU CAN
HELP–will occur from August 18-21 at the Hunter
Farm site. For more information as we move forward, including ways to GIVE to the project,
please check out http://wedgwoodcc.org/
committees/hunterfarmgatheringplace.
Per Johnson
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Get Reading with the Seattle Public
Library’s Summer Reading Program
The Seattle Public Library‘s
2011 Summer Reading Program began Wednesday, June
1. The annual program, which
continues through Wednesday,
August 28, encourages kids of
all ages and adults to read during the summer. After reading
ten books (or having ten books
read to them), children who
participate in the Summer
Reading Program will receive a
free paperback book and a one
-time free admission pass for four kids and two adults to
the Burke Museum good from July 1 through October 31.
Children who finish ten books by Monday, August 1 will
be entered into a drawing for the city librarian‘s popular
Breakfast of Champions event held at the Space Needle
in August. One winner from each Library location will be
selected.
Teens can also join in the fun. Copies of ―Boneshaker‖
by Cherie Priest and ―Leviathan‖ by Scott Westerfeld
have been hidden around the city. Find the book, read it
and then hide it again or pass it along to a friend. Visit
any branch to claim a free book for participating! Adults
can also participate in the Summer Reading Program for
a chance to win a Nook e-reader. Read three books and
fill out a review form to enter our drawing for a Nook ereader! Every three books read earns you an additional
entry for the contest. So pick up a book and start reading today!
The Northeast Library is also sponsoring the first opera
preview of the new Seattle Opera season -George
Gershwin's American classic "Porgy and Bess" - on
Wednesday, July 27, from 6:30-7:30 p.m.
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Wedgwood Park Acquisition Faces Some Delay
The Wedgwood Parks sub-committee has moved forward with its application for a Neighborhood Matching
Fund grant, and the process to acquire the property has been met with some delay. While the site has undergone the environmental testing and analysis for the substances commonly used by Seattle City Light at
substation sites, it has not yet undergone the testing required for land previously occupied by gas stations.
Despite the delays, the property is being acquiring by the Parks Department.
As we await the outcome of the grant application and the results of the additional environmental testing on
the Morningside site, we are delighted to move forward with the Hunter Farms Gathering Place Project to provide community space in the neighborhood through a grant from the Pomegranate Center. To get involved
planning and building the space, visit the community council website at http://wedgwoodcc.org for information
on meetings and events to realize the potential for our new neighborhood space!

Pandora’s Adult Cabaret
(Continued from page 1)

erty despite a community‘s opposition. Since beginning their review, the WCC and MLCC have identified
three separate areas of contention which have formally been addressed to DPD, the mayor, and several Seattle City Council members.
Our contention of the authorized adult cabaret permit is as follows:
1. There is a state-licensed at-home daycare within 600 feet of the site. This daycare has been in good
standing for over 10 years and is licensed to care for up to 6 children. It appears that this daycare
meets the City‘s definition of a child care center, which would prohibit the adult cabaret from being
located at that site.
2. The dispersion analysis and data provided by the applicant does not identify this daycare, which is
readily discoverable on the state‘s online database of
registered child cares. Therefore, the City issued the
permit on inaccurate information.
3. The parcel where the adult cabaret is proposed has two
zoning designations: C-1 and Lowrise-2 (LR-2). Adult
cabarets are not authorized on LR-2 parcels and therefore public notice should have been provided prior to issuing the permit.
The first of these arguments was presented to the City via email
on June 15th. A formal letter has subsequently been sent to the
City detailing these additional points of contention. Further information gathered by the WCC and MLCC seems to support
the conclusion that the at-home daycare meets the code definition and intention of a child care center; however, no response
from the City has been offered to date. While we anxiously
await the City‘s response to our letter, members of the WCC,
MLCC, and Ravenna-Bryant Community Association are planning a meeting with the owner of the proposed Pandora‘s Adult This sign was posted on the strip club’s
Facebook page in June
Cabaret. The business plans on opening sometime in July.
For the most current information on the fate of the Pandora‘s Adult Cabaret, log onto www.wedgwoodcc.org.
Per Johnson
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Meet Your Wedgwood ...Schools: Thornton Creek Elementary and
Principal John Miner
In this edition of the Wedgwood Echo, instead of the usual ―Meet your Neighbors‖ or ―Meet your Businesses‖, we are trying something of a hybrid. By profiling ‗Thornton Creek Elementary‘ and its longtime
Principal, John Miner, we are featuring both a Wedgwood ―business‖ and a Wedgwood neighbor.
Many locals are familiar with Thornton Creek Elementary – at least with the school grounds. The 10-acre
site located at 7711 43rd Ave. NE has a much storied history. Initially the site was used for World War II era
military housing for U.S. Navy personnel stationed at Sand Point Naval Air Station (now Magnuson Park).
Due to overcrowding in the 1950s from the baby boomer population explosion and at the request of the City
of Seattle, the U.S. Navy donated the playground area of the housing project to the Seattle School District
and Stephen Decatur Elementary School (Stephen Decatur was a U.S. Naval hero) opened in 1961 with a
K-5 enrollment of 326, nearly all from the attached Navy housing. In 1966 the remainder of the housing project buildings and land were donated to the School District. The Navy moved out, and all but one of the
buildings were demolished. The one remaining original building, a wood-frame building on the NE 77th
Street side of the property, is now used for the Kids‘ Time before and after school program. The newly
available open spaces became part of the spacious playground that is a favorite feature of the school, and
is well used by the entire neighborhood.
The school carried on, and many fine teachers and administrators graced its halls. Then in 1983, a young
UW grad student arrived as the ‗new 2nd grade teacher.‘ His name was John Miner. John realized he had
found his home, and began an association with the school that has grown stronger over the years. In 1996,
John was named Principal, and he‘s never looked back. In the early 1990s the school became a model for
the school district when, with the partnership of extremely supportive parents, it became Alternative Elementary School II (AEII for short). The plan was rather daring and experimental for a public school. It was
based on a model of new instructional strategies that focused on more active student progress assessment
and parent involvement in working with the teachers on shaping program design and curriculum. Its
stronger than usual foundation for reading and math took into account different learning capabilities, with a
focus more on comprehension and overall core understanding of the curriculum, rather than on just
testing. The new ―it takes a village‖ parent/teacher
focus attracted kids from all over town, and a waiting
list was established to deal with the popularity of the
school. In 2008 the name of the school was changed
to Thornton Creek Elementary, intended to more
closely reflect the school‘s geographic identity.
In addition to the outstanding staff at the school,
some of the success can be attributed directly to the
passion of John Miner and his vision of creating a
community that is focused on kids and learning. He
has built a supportive network of parents, staff and
volunteers who deliver quality learning experiences
to the kids. I stopped by to talk with John a couple of
times, and both times he was not in his office. InThornton Creek Elementary Principal John Miner
stead,
he was either out on the playground, in the
gets his game on during recess
lunchroom, roaming the classrooms, and generally
making sure he was covering every inch of the school and interacting with all the kids, parents and staff. I
witnessed John mediating a dispute between several young girls over a misunderstanding about a purse;
getting an update from the ‗lunch lady‘ (it was ‗cheese sticks day‘); and shooting hoops with some young
(Continued on page 11)
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The Weird and Wacky Wedgwood Grapevine
Well, Wedgwood would like to give a big thanks to outgoing Wedgwood Community Council President
Kurt Westman, who has stepped down after quarterbacking the Council for the last several years and
helping to lead possibly the most effective group of Trustees in thirty years. The Wedgwood Vision Plan,
and the work on the acquisition of a new Wedgwood park are just a couple of the long-discussed but
never completed initiatives Kurt has helped move forward during his tenure. I asked Kurt what his secret
for success was. He tells me that finding good Trustees and volunteers that have a passion for a particular issue, then giving them the freedom and support to carry them through was the key. Kurt plans to
decompress for a bit with his wife Cathy, help coach his two sons‘ baseball teams, then get back and be
a WCC volunteer. Thanks for your service, and Semper Fi, Kurt. Actually Kurt was never in the Marines.
And neither was I. I just always thought it would be cool to say that to someone. Sorry…So who‘s going
to be the new WCC President? Well, it‘s going to be…wait for it…US Representative Dennis Kucinich!
Well, maybe not. But Rep. Kucinich has been spending time in Northeast Seattle lately, giving several
speeches here, and even making noises about moving here, as his own constituents in Ohio are getting
kind of sick of him. He actually gave a speech in Wedgwood during the 2004 campaign when he was
running for President, and said he liked Wedgwood a lot. But come on - who doesn‘t?...Just for the record, the real new President of the WCC is long-time Trustee Brian Turnbull. Brian needs more projects
in his life apparently, since owning and operating his own landscaping business, co-pastoring a local
church with his wife Betsy, serving on the Board of the Wedgwood Chamber of Commerce, keeping up
with his two active little boys, and – oh yeah – expertly managing the annual Wedgwood Outdoor Cinema for the last several years weren‘t enough to keep him busy. Don‘t forget to stop and smell the
roses, Brian. Oops – now Brian will probably go plant and maintain a new rose garden!…A big win for
the community happened recently when the Hunter Family agreed to a new community ‗Gathering
Place‘ on its property on 35th next to the Post Office. Please see elsewhere in this issue for more info on
this exciting project… Make sure to mark your calendars for Saturday August 6th for the ever popular
Wedgwood Outdoor Cinema, to be held as usual at Thornton Creek Elementary. The event will include
games for the kids, food and a live performance by top Northwest Classic Rock and Soul Band ‗Soul
Purpose‘…We‘re pleased to report a happy ending for a cherished local piece of artwork that was saved
from demolition. The long standing mural on the wall of the Jewish Community Center building was
carefully removed and returned to the original artist Laura Strauss, who created the mosaic with JCC
students and families, just in time to avoid being lost to the recent demolition. The artwork was delivered
to Laura‘s home by Wood Partners, the developers of the new mixed-use project at the site. Classy
move guys - thanks…Things I Ponder: I recently went to a new doctor and noticed he was located in
something called the Professional Building. I felt better already…I recently made a flight reservation.
There was extra charge to get one with an air traffic controller who is awake…The idea of a walk-in
closet sounds frightening. If I‘m ever sitting at home and a closet walks in, I‘m getting‘ outta there…I
heard where Lady Gaga fell down at a recent concert. But she got back up within five seconds, so her
dress was still edible…
Brian Swanson
brian.e.swanson@gmail.com
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Thornton Creek and John Miner
(Continued from page 9)

male students. John does this ‗flitting about‘ so
consistently that the kids and staff actually have
made a game of it – they call it the ―finding
John‖ game.
I sat down with John and asked him his
thoughts on the Seattle School District and its
future. He said the District is seriously talking
about strategies to deal with continuing overcrowding, which is a concern to Miner. He is
glad that the District has held on to most of the
surplus schools that had closed due to declining
enrollment in the 1990s in anticipation of future
growth, so there are good options on the horizon to accommodate growth without needing to
purchase additional (and now many times more
expensive) property.
John‘s wife Esther is also in public service as a
teacher and administrator at a local Catholic
School. John and Esther live right here in
Wedgwood, have a grown son and daughter,
and enjoy time with their three grandkids. John
was also instrumental in helping to bring the
Wedgwood Outdoor Cinema to the neighborhood, by graciously allowing the Wedgwood
Community Council to hold the popular annual
community event on the spacious grounds of
the school. Of course John is there on site every
year at the event, ‗working the crowd.‘
So the next time you‘re in the area of Thornton
Creek Elementary, stop in and say hi to John.
That is, if you can ‗find‘ him.
Brian Swanson
brian.e.swanson@gmail.com

Unless someone like you cares a
whole awful lot,
nothing is going to get better. It’s
not.
—Dr. Suess
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WEDGWOOD COMMUNITY COUNCIL BOARD AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS
President
Brian Turnbull

459-2034

Trustee/Vision Project
Randy Barnett
595-1318

North Precinct Advisory Committee
Kevin Rack
527-5411

First VP/Land Use
Per Johnson

817-4270

Trustee/At Large
Allen Carter

Blockwatch Email List
Ellen Blackstone
522-8099

2nd VP/Communications
Keeley Hughes
399-7197
Treasurer
Gretchen Bear
940-7626
Trustee/Secretary
Patti Wilma
528-5866

523-8637

Trustee/Parks
Marieke Stientjes Rack 527-5411
Trustee/Wedgwood Echo Editor
Katie Traverse
526-7897

Wedgwood Historian/Mailings
Valarie Bunn
367-2934
Trustee/Emergency Preparedness
Bill Dock
369-3858

WEDGWOOD COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP FORM
Yes! We/I would like to join (or renew our membership in) the WCC.

Date: ________________________

Name(s) or business/organization: ______________________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________
Email: ___________________________________________________

Phone: _________________________________

One-year membership contribution: $_________
Basic household membership is $20/yr; give more or less as you are able.
Payment may be made by check or by PayPal, by visiting www.wedgwoodcc.org/getinolved/become-a-member.
Please mail checks to:
WCC, PO Box 15770, Seattle, WA 98115

