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Hundreds Turn Out for the Hunter Farm Gathering Place 
Community Build 

From the President 

During the four day community build, August 18-21, hundreds of people came 
out to lend a hand and build a gathering place that NE Seattle can be proud of.  
While the final number of volunteers and hours have not been calculated, 205 
unique volunteers had participated in the build by Friday afternoon alone.  The 
project was a truly a community-wide effort and included our friends and 
neighbors beyond the Wedgwood neighborhood.  Some of the great features 
created during the build include a stage, movable benches, hand-painted ban-
ners, a compost fence, new decorative poles, decorative concrete tiles, 
stainless steel birds, an Emergency HUB, 30 bird houses scattered throughout 
the site, and much more. 
 
To truly appreciate how quickly and wonderfully the community worked together 
on this project, it is helpful to reflect on how we got to this point at the Hunter 
Farm site.  In December 2010, members of the Wedgwood community met with 
the Hunter Family where they offered to let the community use their site more 

(Continued on page 9) 

―One August evening cake-bake hot, Carmela and her dad decide on a ride.‖  
So goes the opening lines of my son‘s favorite book by John Coy entitled 
―Vroomaloom Zoom.‖  Though our August evenings were rarely cake-bake hot, 
they have been worthy of taking a trip around the neighborhood to see all that 
has been going on.    
 
The old JCC building on 35th has been taken down and construction of some 
new apartments/live work units are being built on site.  We lost the battle 
against the city of Seattle‘s permitting of an adult cabaret club on Lake City 
Way, and we lost a great business in Fresh and local business advocates in 
Wendy Schwartz & Julia Marcon.  We wish you well. The Safeway held its 
Grand Re-Opening, celebrating a successful remodel. 
 
As our ride around Wedgwood continues, (perhaps by bike to be more sustain-
ably-minded) we see that this was a summer of successful festivals.  The Art 
Fest expanded to 2 days and was a hopping event both days. Planet Home and 
the Wedgwood Outdoor Cinema were also great hits on the same day, one en-
couraging us all to live more in tune with nature, and the other teaching us to 
laugh along with Mr. Fox and his great adventures.  But the biggest and most 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Wedgwood Echo  

The Wedgwood Echo is 
published by the Wedgwood 
Community Council every 
other month, starting in 
January. Articles do not 
necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the trustees. 
 
The Wedgwood Community 
Council holds general 
meetings, announced in this 
newsletter, on our website 
(www.wedgwoodcc.org) and 
on sandwich boards along 
35th. Trustees meet every 
month. All are welcome to 
both meetings, which are 
held at the Wedgwood 
Presbyterian Church located 
at 35th NE and NE 80th. 
 
If you wish to be on the 
agenda or have guest 
speaker ideas, contact WCC 
President, Brian Turnbull. If 
you need transportation, call 
one of  the trustees. 
 
Contact information for 
t r u s t e e s  a n d  o t h e r 
volunteers is listed on the 
back page. 
 
For more on what the WCC 
does, meetings, events, 
membership (which includes 
a subscription to the Echo!) 
and advertising, visit: 
www.wedgwoodcc.org 
 
Submit Wedgwood-worthy 
news or rants and raves to 
the editor, Katie Traverse, at 
wedgwoodechoeditor@ 
gmail.com. 

For many years a tall tree on NE 75th Street at the corner of 32nd Ave NE 
has been a neighborhood landmark.  Characterized by enormous leaves 
and beanpod-like seeds, unfortunately the catalpa species of trees tend to 
get rotten trunks.  That is what happened to the catalpa on NE 75th Street, 
as without warning, it suddenly split and fell on July 20th this summer.  For 
safety reasons the remainder of the tree was cut down. 
 
In 2005 local expert Arthur Lee Jacobson surveyed 
the trees of Wedgwood for an updated second edi-
tion of his book, Trees of Seattle.  That year, in re-
sponse to inquiry about the catalpa tree, Arthur Lee 
Jacobson wrote, ―Though a prominent local speci-
men and of fair size (53.5 feet tall), it is not likely to 
make the cut for my Trees of Seattle book, as other 
specimens are substantially larger.‖ 
 
A Wedgwood tree which did receive mention in 
Trees of Seattle is the scarlet oak on NE 77th Street 
at the corner of 38th Ave NE.  It is one of the tallest 
and most outstanding of its type in the city.  In 
2008 the scarlet oak was designated as a Heritage 
Tree, a joint venture of the Plant Amnesty organi-
zation and the City of Seattle‘s Office of Urban Forestry. 
 
For more information on the Trees of Seattle survey and the method of 
measuring a tree‘s height using a LaserTech Impulse 200 range-finder, see 
Arthur Lee Jacobson‘s website:  www.arthurleej.com  
 
 
--Valarie Bunn, September 2011 

A Gap in the Sky on NE 75th Street 

Wedgwood’s scarlet oak 

Heritage Tree 
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Meet Your Wedgwood Neighbors Follow Up—Echos of the Echo Heard 
Across the Nation as Friends Connect after 73 Years 

Our first ―Meet Your Wedgwood Neighbors‖ column in May of 2010 featured long-time Wedgwood resi-
dents Perry and Gerda Frumkin.  The article described, among other things, how Gerda, then Gerta Katz, 
had come to America as a young girl in 1938, sent by her parents to escape Nazi Germany.  Gerda trav-
elled to Washington state on her own, without speaking a word of English, and was taken in and raised by 
a Seattle family.  The article did not mention another little girl, Edith Westerfeld, who was also sent to 
America by her parents at the same time as Gerda.  The two girls, all alone in the world, formed an in-
tense bond as they travelled by ship for 10 days from Germany to America.  They were best friends dur-
ing that pivotal moment in their lives.  But upon reaching New York, Edith was sent to the Chicago area 
while Gerda continued on to Seattle, and the girls never spoke again.  Until this spring. 
 
As reported by numerous media services, including the Chicago Sun-Times and the Huffington Post, an 
8th grade class in Naperville, Illinois became familiar with the girls‘ story through a visit to their school by 
author Fern Schuman Chapman.  Chapman‘s historical fiction novel, ―Is it Night or Day?‖ focuses on the 
Jewish children sent to America during World War II like Gerda, and like Chapman‘s mother, Edith.  
Chapman told the 8th graders how her mother Edith held on to the dream of somehow seeing her good 
friend Gerda again.  Moved by the account, the 14-year-olds set to work searching for Gerda using online 
social networking and other internet-based research.  Within about a week, the students stumbled upon 
our recently-posted back issue of the Wedgwood Echo, featuring the very Gerda Katz they were looking 
for.  The students contacted Gerda, who in turn wrote to Edith, her long-lost friend.  The two women com-
municated by email and phone a few times, and planned a reunion in Seattle for July. 
 
Edith and her family spent over a week in Seattle in July, and the reunion of the two childhood friends 
was documented by the Oprah Television Network, which is producing a program on the story.  The pro-
gram, entitled ―Found‖, is expected to air sometime in January.  As part of the production, Gerda flew 
back to Naperville, Illinois in August, and the two women were filmed as they, holding hands, surprised 
the same students responsible for their reunion.  The students were ecstatic, and Gerda displayed her 
characteristic warmth by declaring 
them her 30 new grandchildren. 
 
If you did not catch the article on the 
Frumkins last year, the July 2010 edi-
tion of the Wedgwood Echo can be 
found at wedgwoodcc.org/echo/
echo2010_07.pdf.  For examples of the 
extensive media coverage of the story, 
visit www.dailyherald.com/
article/20110513/news/705139918/, or 
http://triblocal.com/
naperville/2011/08/16/students-get-
surprise-from-women-they-helped-
reunite/. 
 
Katie Traverse 
 

Passport photos of Gerda Katz, left, and Edith Westerfeld, 
right. 
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The Real Estate Advisor: Financing Becomes More Challenging 
The days when you didn't need a job or a substantial down payment to purchase a home are over. Higher 
credit scores, substantial down payments, and proof of regular income are now status quo for successfully 
qualifying for a mortgage. As we move further into 2011, financing could be even more challenging.  The re-
mainder of the year will bring a few certain changes as well as a few other strong possibilities.  Among the 
certainties:  
 

FHA - In April, mortgage insurance premiums (MIP) increased .25 percent on all 15- and 30-year FHA 
loans. This works out to a $30 - $60 per month mortgage payment increase on average. There is also 
some talk about FHA increasing down-payment requirements on loans that once provided one of the 
lowest down-payment options available to consumers. The bottom line is: higher monthly payments 
due to higher mortgage insurance premiums and possibly larger down-payment requirements will 
make it more difficult for many consumers to purchase.  

 

Jumbo Loans (above $417,000) - On October 1, temporary high-balance loan limits could expire, 
which means that loans above 115 percent of the median sales price in that local market will be con-
sidered "jumbo." In King, Pierce, and Snohomish Counties, the current loan limit is $567,500. Though 
it's unclear how low these limits might fall, we know they will not go below the floor of $417,000. This 
change affects buyers because jumbo loans require high credit scores and larger down payments, 
and tend to come with higher interest rates. Sellers with homes above these price ranges will also be 
impacted due to a smaller number of qualified buyers.  

 

Conforming Loans (below $417,000) - The fees Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac charge lenders to guar-
antee their loans are going up. Those extra costs will be passed on to borrowers.  

 
It seems that higher borrowing costs and reduced availability of funds due to increased regulatory measures 
are all but inevitable.  For current and prospective home buyers, there is virtually no upside to waiting or in 
trying to time the market. The certainties we know and the possibilities we anxiously await word on mean that 
the costs associated with purchasing a home will only get more expensive as the year goes on.  
 

Paul Harvey McLaughlin 
206.799.0409 / wedgwoodrealestateadvisor@comcast.net 
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Wedgwood Elementary Children and Neighbors Safety Project Awarded Depart-
ment of Neighborhoods Small and Simple Grant 

In the latest of a series of efforts to improve pedestrian safety around Wedgwood Elementary School, a group 
of parents and neighbors have been awarded a Department of Neighborhoods Small and Simple grant to 
make safety improvements and increase driver and pedestrian awareness of safety issues in the area.  The 
Wedgwood Elementary Children and Neighbors Safety Project (WECAN Safety Project) is designed to be 
part of the larger effort, Complete the Street, which is seeking sidewalks around the school and on NE 83rd 
Street. 
 
The $20,000 grant, which will be matched by both PTA funds and community volunteer efforts, will be used to 
make physical improvements to the street-scape, and to conduct an educational campaign regarding traffic 
safety.  A meeting is scheduled for September with the Department of Neighborhoods, the Department of 
Transportation, and representatives from the school community to start the process of finalizing the design 
possibilities and plans for physical improvements.   
 
Katie Traverse 

Over the past year, the news has been full of communities facing emergencies.  These constant reminders 
have brought attention to the fact that while our community is somewhat prepared for potential disasters, 
more can and should be done.  We can become better prepared with a minimal amount of effort, and while 
we hope that such events never come to pass, if we do face a disaster, we will be better suited to keep our 
families and neighbors safe and healthy. 
 
The Wedgwood Community Council is working with the City of Seattle to create a communications hub in the 
neighborhood.  This hub will be located in the building being constructed in the Southeast corner of the new 
Hunter Gathering Place.  In the event of an emergency, people in the community would be expected to come 
to the hub to report their needs – and offer their services.  Local licensed ham radio operators would operate 
from the hub and communicate the needs of the community to the City, which hopefully would then provide 
what assistance they can.   
 
There has been some misinformation spread about that the shed will hold emergency supplies for the com-
munity.  That is not correct.  There will be little stored in the shed – it is primarily a sheltered meeting place to 
provide a central location for communications.  Radio equipment will be provided by the operators in the 
event of an emergency, and communications equipment (megaphones, walkie-talkies, etc.) will be stored 
elsewhere.   
 
The question therefore arises: where will Wedgwood residents get water, or food, in the event of a disaster 
like a major earthquake?  The answer to this is simple – you must provide for yourself.  Each home should 
have a store of water that will keep the occupants hydrated for at least three days.  Have one gallon per per-
son per day for a minimum of at least three days, although seven days worth would be better.  The commu-
nity is simply not in a position to centrally store the thousands of gallons of water needed to keep our 
neighbors healthy.  That is the responsibility of each of us alone.   
 
In October, there will be a city-wide drill of emergency communications.  We will get word out when the date 
of that has been announced, and those willing to participate will be welcomed.  We will need volunteers.  If 
you are not interested in participating, that is fine – but please check your home to make sure that if there is a 
real emergency, you have basic supplies so you won‘t become a burden upon your neighbors.   
 
Bill Dock 

Emergency Preparedness in the Wedgwood Community 
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Meet Your Wedgwood Businesses—Adams Insurance 

Okay, so if you named the three most boring things in the world to talk about, insurance would probably be on 
that list. In writing these business profiles, I often get suggestions from our readers about doing stories on the 
newest, hippest little businesses that have opened in Wedgwood, and to stay away from profiles on yawn-
inducing business ―like insurance offices.‖ But, like most things in life, if you dig a little deeper, you find a 
more interesting tale. This profile is about a business that was formed in Wedgwood in the 1940‘s, and is still 
going strong today. It‘s also a story of unequal gender roles in the workplace, and how one woman – due to 
her hard work and perseverance - not only worked her way up in a male-dominated industry, but ended up 
owning the business herself.  
 
Our story is about Adams Insurance and its owner Liz Jones. 
 
Most locals are familiar with the building at 8613 35th Ave. NE. Its current tenants include Cafe Javasti; Tom 
Simon CPA; Creative Images Hair Design; Wedgwood Laundromat, and Adams Insurance. The building itself 
was built in 1949 by Paul Copestick (and is still managed by his 90-year old daughter Elsie Stockton and her 
son Fred). Walt Adams was a used car dealer who had a car lot in Wedgwood on 35th (it‘s hard to imagine a 
used car lot on 35th Ave. these days) where the Letitia Apartment Building is now, right across the street from 
U.S. Bank. Walt decided to transfer his sales skills into the insurance business, closed his car dealership, 
moved across the street, and in 1949 Adams Insurance was born. With the burgeoning postwar population 
boom, many families were moving into the Wedgwood area, and Walt had a brisk business selling property, 
casualty, and life insurance to the new baby-boomer families. In 1969 after a good 20-year run, Walt decided 
to retire and sold the business to one of his employees - Helen Lozier, thus making Adams Insurance the first 
woman-owned insurance business in Wedgwood history. Helen also eventually brought on a partner, Elmer 
Jensen.  
 
Meanwhile, a young lady named Liz Lee had graduated from 
Shorecrest High School in 1977, and was looking for a part-
time summer job. Her dad, Bob Lee, owned a business right 
across the street from Adams Insurance—the Fuller Paint 
Shop—which was located on the property where Rite Aid now 
stands. Bob‘s insurance agent was Elmer Jensen, and with 
Bob‘s help Liz landed a summer job doing office work at 
Elmer‘s agency. Liz worked there part time while she went to 
college, and planned to go to work as a legal secretary after 
she graduated. But she found she enjoyed the insurance work, 
the staff and the customers so much that she decided to stay. 
Thirty-four years later, Liz is still going strong. And in a 
‗Wedgwood Trivia Contest‘ it should be noted that Liz beats 
Derek Cockbain, the owner of the Wedgwood Broiler, as the 
longest tenured worker in Wedgwood (Derek didn‘t start at the 
Broiler as a dishwasher until 1980). 
 
In 1985 Helen retired and partner Elmer Jensen bought her out, becoming sole owner. During this time, Liz 
rebelled against the industry standard of only allowing men to become insurance agents (Liz‘s mandatory title 
was that of ―secretary‖).  She got her insurance license and began her career in earnest. In 2000 Elmer de-
cided to retire, and sold the business to Liz and his son Ken, who was also an agent in the office. Liz and Ken 
still run the business today, with the help of long-time staffer Margie (a newbie - she‘s only been there 24 
years).  
 
I sat down with Liz and asked her about being a small business owner in Wedgwood, and the changes she‘s 
seen in the ‗hood over the years. Liz told me she loves having her business here, and has no plans to retire. 
She especially loves the small town feel of Wedgwood, and the close relationships she has formed over the 
years with customers and other business owners.  She calls Wedgwood a place where everyone ―looks out 

(Continued on page 7) 

Liz Jones (right) and her co-workers at Adams 
Insurance party like it's 1979 . 
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Wedgwood Presbyterian 
8008 35th Ave NE 

 

Come Join Us! 
9:30am Worship 

11:00am Education 
 

Youth and Family Fellowship Groups 
Vacation Bible School, Camping and Retreats 

Peace Fellowship, Bible Study 

for each other.‖ She looks for-
ward to more development and 
businesses moving to the 
neighborhood, and is confidant 
in the ability of the community 
to help manage that growth. 
 
Liz has seen and experienced 
pretty much everything over the 
years. One time a policy holder 
called to report that her hus-
band had died, and wanted to 
know how soon she could collect 
on his life insurance policy. When 
Liz asked when the poor man 
had died, the wife replied ―about five minutes ago – they‘re coming to take 
his body away now.‖ Another time she witnessed a robbery at the U.S. 
Bank across the street – followed by an armed guard running down 35th 
past her window, shooting at the fleeing robber.  Liz is a testimony to the 
fact that the insurance industry is anything but boring. 
 
Liz and her husband David Jones live in Broadview.  Their daughter Bron-
wyn just graduated from Roosevelt High School and is starting college 
next month at the University of Portland.   
 
So next time you‘re thinking of getting some insurance, check out Liz and 
her staff at Adams Insurance. Just don‘t call her a ‗secretary.‘ 
 
Brian Swanson 

(Continued from page 6) 

Liz Jones today, taking care of customers at 
Adams Insurance. 
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Chickens and Cows in Wedgwood:  the Schultz and Sherman Families      

In 1897 the still-small, struggling city of Seattle received a big publicity boost from the Yukon Gold Rush.  Se-
attle‘s Chamber of Commerce sent press releases all over the USA, advertising Seattle as ―Gateway to the 
Yukon,‖ claiming that all passage to the North Country was through Seattle and that all supplies could be ob-
tained here.  Out in New York State, 22-year-old Charlie Schultz was one who took up the challenge, deter-
mined to make his fortune in gold.  Charlie did go North, but like many others he soon realized that the real 
money to be made was in Seattle itself.  Upon his return from the Yukon Charlie sought work in Seattle and 
started a family, marrying Charlotte, a Swedish immigrant. 
 
Charlie and Lottie began buying land in an area outside of Seattle where they hoped to have a home.  In the 
early 1900s it was common to invest money in land as a kind of savings account, thought to be safer than 
putting money in a bank.  The Schultzes chose to buy lots on the hilltop at NE 75th Street along 32nd Ave NE, 
and they became one of the first few families to live in the area prior to 1910.   
 
Although the Schultzes‘ northeast Seattle home was farm-like, Charlie never characterized himself as a 
farmer.  He worked at various occupations, including carpentry, until he obtained a good job as a steamfitter 
in a Seattle shipyard, where he worked for the rest of his life.  At home, Charlotte tended a kitchen garden 
and kept chickens and cows.  By 1925 the Schultzes were able to build their dream house, a stucco structure 
at 3202 NE 75th Street.  Although stucco houses are uncommon in Wedgwood, the construction method was 
popular in the 1920s as a less-costly alternative to brick.  Stucco was thought to be sturdy and resistant to 
both sun and rain. 
 
The lure of Seattle continued to be strong even after the Gold Rush years were over, and not just for young 
men in their twenties.  Out in Fredericksburg, Iowa, in 1905, Clarence Sherman approached his fortieth birth-
day and dreamed of Seattle.  Clarence had grown up in Fredericksburg as the only son of a prominent mer-
chant, Milo Sherman, who was a Civil War veteran and well-respected in town, and Clarence worked in his 
father‘s store.  After contemplating his dead-end prospects as a store clerk, in 1905 Clarence resolved to 
move his family (wife Madge and five children) to Seattle and make a new start.   
 
The Shermans had a difficult struggle getting established in business in Seattle, and in 1908 they suffered the 
death of their twelve-year-old daughter, Marrion.   In 1909 Clarence began listing himself in the Seattle city 
directory as a poultry breeder on NE 75th Street at 34th Ave NE.  The Sherman‘s wood-frame house had a big 
sign in front:  ―C.H. Sherman & Sons,‖ offering poultry and eggs for sale. 
    
By 1919, even though three of their four remaining children were grown, married, and out of the house, in-
come from the chicken-and-egg business was not enough to sustain Clarence & Madge Sherman financially.  
Clarence and his youngest son, James, age 18, both obtained jobs in the burgeoning oil & gas supply indus-
try as automobiles were increasing in popularity.   
 
The final blow to the chicken ranch came when Clarence‘s wife Madge died in 1921.  Clarence and his son 
James moved out of the house and took an apartment downtown, close to the gas station where they were 
working.  In 1922 Clarence remarried and moved to Beacon Hill, and James married one of the Verhamme 
girls whom he had known while growing up in the neighborhood around NE 75th Street.  Dorothea Verhamme 
was a member of the large interrelated Dutch immigrant group which had settled on 75th to 80th Streets near 
35th Ave NE in the years 1910 to 1920.  
 
Over the course of the 1920s Clarence Sherman sold the rest of his land holdings in Wedgwood along 34th 
Ave NE.  The sale of these lots may have helped finance the purchase of a gas station on Beacon Hill, where 
Clarence worked the rest of his life.  Clarence sold his chicken-ranch house to a Wedgwood neighbor, but 
property records show that by 1925 the house was gone.  In its place, in 1930 the new owner built the pre-
sent brick structure at 7503 – 34th Ave NE. 
 

(Continued on page 9) 
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often.  In April 2011, the WCC and Hunter Family suc-
cessfully won a grant from Tully‘s Coffee and the Pome-
granate Center to design and build a gathering place at 
the Hunter Farm site.  June 11th was the first kick-off 
meeting and design workshop to determine what the 
community wanted at the site.  On July 13th, a final con-
cept plan was presented to the community for their re-
view, which was what the community built in August.  The 
whole process is a fantastic example of community work-
ing together effectively and efficiently. 
However, the project is not quite finished, and there are 

still a few more opportunities to be involved.  There will 

be one more work party on Saturday, September 10th to 

wrap up some loose ends.  Finally, Tully‘s Coffee is 

throwing a Grand Opening Bash on Saturday, Septem-

ber 17th at the site at 3:30PM to celebrate the project 

with the community.  There will be free coffee for sure; however, more details on both the final work party and 

Grand Opening Bash will be posted on our website at www.wedgwoodcc.org. 

Per Johnson 

(Continued from page 1) 

Hunter Farm Gathering Project  

Volunteers work together to construct an Emergency Commu-
nications Hub during the Community Build. 

Throughout the years of the 1920s and ‗30s Charlie Schultz continued working as a steamfitter but he also 
expanded his farm-like activities from his house at 3202 NE 75th Street.  Into the 1940s there were still many 
vacant lots in the neighborhood, which was still outside the Seattle city limits, and the Schultz‘s cows were 
allowed to roam freely and graze.  On August 10, 1942, at age 67 Charlie Schultz was killed by a bull which 
came up from behind and rammed him.  Perhaps Schultz‘s hearing had declined due to his long years of 
work in the noisy shipyard, for he had not heard the bull‘s approach.  
 
After her husband‘s death Charlotte Schulz moved out of the house.  Things were changing -- the neighbor-
hood would soon be included within the City of Seattle, and cow-keeping would no longer be allowed.  Like 
Clarence Sherman and his son James, the Schultzes‘ son Charlie Jr. took a job in the gasoline business, as 
a driver for Ajax Fuel Company.  Wedgwood began to change from a neighborhood of chickens and cows, to 
that of streets, cars and new housing developments. 
 
--Valarie Bunn, valariebunn@msn.com, September 2011 

(Continued from page 8) 
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The Wedgwood Vision Plan Continues to be Put into Action 

anticipated event of the summer was the Hunter Tree Farm Project Community Build.  Four days, lots of peo-
ple, and lots of fun—now that‘s the way to make a Gathering Place. 
 
Yes a ride around our corner of Seattle reveals that we are a happening and busy bunch of folks.  I am proud 
of the all the work the trustees and residents of Wedgwood have done over this past summer.   If you are in-
terested in being involved with the Wedgwood Community Council give me a call or an email. I would love to 
share with you all the positive things going on and how we can make this a great place to live, work and play. 
 
Please come join me and the rest of the trustess at the Hunter Farm Gathering Place Grand Opening Bash, 
hosted by Tully‘s, on September 17th at 3:30.  This will be a great way to celebrate all that we have accom-
plished together.  Stay up to date on this and all other things happening in our neighborhood by visiting 
www.wedgwoodcc.org.  And while you are there, take advantage of our new PayPal capabilities to become a 
member of the Wedgwood Community Council! 
  
Sincerely, 
 
Brian Turnbull 

(Continued from page 1) 

In 2010, the Wedgwood community completed the Wedgwood Vision Project which was completed thanks to 
a Neighborhood Matching Fund Small & Simple Grant.  The purpose of the project was to look 20 years into 
the future and identify shared values and goals for the community.  The project included three community-
wide meetings, a community-wide survey completed by nearly 840 people, countless steering committee 
meetings, and lots of soul searching culminating into the Wedgwood Vision Plan. 
 
Since the Vision Plan was completed, the WCC has been pursuing several of the key ‗suggested actions‘ in 
the hope that our shared vision for Wedgwood is reached.  We have developed a land use committee to work 
proactively with landowners and developers, worked with the Parks Department to acquire a new park in 
Wedgwood, and continued working towards improved sidewalk and pedestrian safety improvements through-
out the neighborhood. 
 
The very first ‗suggested action‘ described in the Vision Plan was to ―undertake a neighborhood plan that in-
cludes a review of current zoning standards and design guidelines with the City Department of Planning and 
Development.‖  In September, members of the Wedgwood land use committee will be meeting with City 
Councilmember Sally Clark to discuss how to effectively pursue this goal.  Make sure to check in to 
www.wedgwoodcc.org for updates on the progress of this and other ‗suggested actions‘ identified in the Vi-
sion Plan. 
 
Per Johnson 

From the President 

http://www.wedgwoodcc.org
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NE Branch Library News 

All locations of The Seattle Public Library re-
opened September 6th, after a weeklong furlough!  
 
The Northeast Branch is back in full gear with a 
series of computer classes for adults. The library's 
two branch-sponsored adult book groups will both 
be back again in October. The Pacific Northwest 
Historians' Guild will meet in the branch on the 
second Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. Their 
meetings are free and open to the public and fea-
ture a speaker or author on some aspect of local 
history. The branch's new season of opera pre-
views for Seattle Opera productions, starring the 
ever-popular Theodore Deacon, starts with a pre-
view of "Carmen" on Wednesday, October 12 at 
6:30 p.m. And the Northeast Branch will also be 
hosting two programs in October as part of an ur-
ban sustainability series: Canning and Preserving 
on Tuesday, October 18, 6 p.m., and Keeping 
Chickens in the City on Tuesday, October 25, 6 
p.m.  
 
The Northeast Branch also has two book groups 
for kids starting in October. Our Young Readers‘ 
Book Group is for kids ages 5-8 and will meet the 
first Wednesday of each month. Our Kids‘ Book 
Group is for ages 9-12 and will meet the second 
Tuesday of each month. So if your young reader 
wants to talk about books, you can pick up a 
schedule and the October book group selections 
at the Northeast Branch! The Northeast Branch‘s 
Teen Advisory Group provides opportunities for 
teens ages 14-19 to earn service learning credit  
hours by participating in monthly meetings, writing 
blog posts and helping with events. Pick up an 
application at the branch and return it at the first 
meeting on Monday, September 19.   

Despite considerable opposition by numerous community 
groups, including both the Wedgwood Community Council 
and he Maple Leaf Community Council, Pandora‘s Adult 
Cabaret on Lake City Way opened for business on July 13th.  
Shortly thereafter, both aforementioned community groups 
decided against pursuing legal action to challenge the club‘s 
permit. 
 
Both community councils had written the city complaining 
that the strip club‘s permit was improperly issued.  The city 
defended the permit issuance, and the community groups‘ 
decisions not to pursue legal action was primarily due to a 21 
day limitation period in which a lawsuit must be filed after the 
issuance of the permit.  Because the filings would have been 
outside of that 21 day period, the arguments would have 
been unlikely to be heard.   

Pandora’s Adult Cabaret Opens Despite 
Neighborhood Opposition 

Farewell to Fresh 

Fresh will be closing its doors for good on September 
15th.  Not only has Fresh been a wonderful boutique 
but it has also supported other small local businesses 
which sprung up to provide Fresh with a unique collec-
tion of hand crafted local goods.  Wendy (the amazing 
and charismatic owner) was also an active part of the 
business district and supported countless fundraisers 
and community benefits.  Make sure to stop by over the 
next couple weeks and thank Fresh for all they‘ve 
done.  And while you‘re there, look for some beautiful 
gifts for yourself or your loved one. 
 
Per Johnson 
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WEDGWOOD COMMUNITY COUNCIL BOARD AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

September 17 

3:30 p.m. 

Join us and Tully’s Coffee 

at the Hunter Gathering 

Place Grand Opening 

Bash 

Event details at 

www.wedgwoodcc.org  

Hunter Project Celebration 

WEDGWOOD COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 

 Yes! We/I would like to join (or renew our membership in) the WCC.   Date:  ________________________ 
 
Name(s) or business/organization: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: ___________________________________________________     Phone: _________________________________ 
 

One-year membership contribution: $_________   

Basic household membership is $20/yr; give more or less as you are able.  
 
Payment may be made by check or by PayPal, by visiting www.wedgwoodcc.org/getinolved/become-a-member. 
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WCC, PO Box 15770, Seattle, WA  98115 
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